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REF 
TI 18 valuable Sermon sufficiently recom- 


mends itself; and therefore 1 it requires none 
from me. I shall only observe, that it is 
well calculated to be of very extensive and 
lasting benefit to Mankind, while they so- 
journ here; especially in such awful sinning 
times as these which are now passing over 
us, when we have reason to sing both of 
mercy and of judgment. If the Reader 
would be persuaded to read this Sermon at- 


tentively, and to make a faithful application 


of it, one great end of the publication of 


this Edition in Scotland would be gained, 


It is ovculiarly seasonable at this alarming 


crisis; and it will, I hope, through the bliss- 
ing of 60D, prove serviceable to some. 


And it 1s expected, that the candid Reader 
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| will and, and readily acknowledge, that this 
| is a very plain, e, and practical Ser- 
mon, wherein tho subject, God's smiting a 
5 Sinful people, either by war, or any other 
judgment, is accurately and well handled. 


* Author brings in his scripture-proofs 


with great dexterity and elegance. —It 18 


exactly printed according to the London 


Copy. And, that it may meet with the 
success which it deserves, and may be in- 
strumental in opposin g. the fatal increase of 
sin, where it shall be dispersed by Divine 


Providence, and so a mean of turning away 


the wrath of Gop from the land, is the ear- 


nest desire, and hearty wish, of the pub- 


lisher of this Edition, 85 V 
7 JAuEs REI. 


— 


To the Honorable House of Commons assembled in 
Sr hos 465; eee, 
WHEN I underſtood you had pleaſed to deſign my un- 


worthy ſelf to this weighty ſervice of preaching at 
your public Faſt ; although' I could not but apprehend it a 


work far above my abilities, yet might I not think of flying 
from it like Jonah, or making objections againſt it with Mo- 

ſes, (Exod. iii. 11, and iv. 10, 13.)—for your power and 
his Providence, who is higher than the higheſt, meeting to- 


2 
= 


| 8 in this appointment, made it both impoſſible and un- 


awful to deſert the ſervice. And indeed, theſe calamitous 
times that are come upon us, do call upon all men to ſhew 


. themſelves willing, if they have any hope they may be able 
to do any thing for a periſhing Kingdom, to uſe their beſt en- 
deavours, with all alacrity, unto that end. That noble re- 


ſolution of the ſoldier, ſo much commended, is moſt worthy 


imitation, of whom it is reported, That having loſt both 


arms and legs in ſervices, and having nothing but- the trunk 


of his body remaining to him, yet would needs be in the 
breach. If (ſaith he) I can do no other thing, yet perhaps 


I may keep off a blow, or blunt the edge of ſome ſword 
drawn to the foiling and wounding of ſome other; although 


he had neither hands nor feet, he wanted not an heart to do 


what he could, and ſhewed himſelf willing, when he was 


able to do little: How mean ſoever our abilities are, the 
times will permit none to be ſilent that are called ro ſpeak, 
nor idle who are called to work. 1 he lion, (faith Amos, 


chap. iti. 8.) hath roared, who will not fear? The Lord hath 


ſpoken, who can but prophecy ?? I did unfeignedly deſire 
to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, and thought no ſubje& more ſuit- 


able, than what might ſerve unto that end whereat you aim, 
which is to divert anger, and prevent utter ruin. I there- 
fore made choice of ſuch a ſcripture as did diſcover the cauſe 


of our continued miſeries, and ſo did direct unto the cure of 


this wounded and languiſhing nation, by removing that cauſe, 
the great core is Impenitency under, Smiting. The people 
turn not to him that miteth them + For upon the one 
hand, there are the diviſions of Reuben, cauſing great and ſad 
thoughts of heart, and on the other, the ſtupidity and pro- 
faneneſs of the multitude, which cauſeth great droopings of 


(I 


ſpirit. Theſe things do ſadden the hearts of the ſeers and 
ſervants of God, and do fill many with fear and doubt, as 
well as ſorrow and grief; ſeeing how little this laſt means 
doth prevail with either party, it is hard to ſay what ſin hath 
been forſaken of the multitude, ſince God began to ſmite the 
kingdom; as far as I can diſcern, ſome fins are rather much 
increaſed than at all abated : as, namely, that of drunkenneſs, 
a fin fo much the more to be lamented, abhorred and reſtrain- 
ed, as it is more unſeemly in itſelf, more unſuitable with the 
preſent condition of the kingdom, and more unſufferable, 
where reformation ſhould begin: for it is (I doubt) too true 
which Chryſoſt. hath briefly noted of this ſin, © that nothing 
is a nearer friend to the devil than it, and that it is the foun- 
| tain and mother of all other vices, that by which the devil 
drew the Hebrews of old into idolatry, &c. and that which 
doth make ſwine of men, and men wor ſe than ſwine : the ſow 
doth wallow in the mire, and is nouriſhed with dung; 
but ſuch ſpread a more abominable table for themſelves, 
thinking upon impure mixtures and wicked loves; yea, 
they are as men poſſeſſed with the devil, and whereas they 
are the object of cur pity, theſe of our hatred, becauſe they 
of their own accord bring fury and madneſs upon them- 
ſelves : neither is there any more filthy thing than a drunken 
woman . Theſe and ſuch like paſſages he hath there and 
_ elſewhere, with many others of the ancient and latter di- 
vines, which I mention, becauſe we hve in ſuch times as 
have ſar more rolerable thoughts of this ſin which is ſo com- 
mon among us, and committed openly in the ſight of the ſun, 
and not thought to be in the number of thoſe vices which 
might occaſion ſhame, It were to be wiſhed that inaſmuch 
as no inſtructions or admonitions will work on ſuch men, the 
bluencſs of the wound might be applied, which is a purging 
medicine for ſuch like evils, (Prov. xx. 30); which while 
they reign, there will be little hope of ary thing tending to 
a thorough reformation found in ſuch men. Now the way to 
turn away anger, and to itay the deſtroying hand, is to cauſe 
the people to turn to him that ſmiteth them. This (moſt 
noble and renowned Senators) is that w hich this wounded 
and much weakened kingdom calleth for at the hands of her 
State-Phyſicians; and being dangerouſly ſick of her wounds, 


* Chyrſ, Hom. 58. and Matth. xvil. 18. 
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which ſeem mortal, if they be not ſpeedily cured, ſhe crieth 
unto you from all quarters of the Jand, as the man in the 
goſpel unto Chriſt-in behalf of his ſon, which had a dumb 

{pirit, that did oft times caſt him into the fire and water to 
_ deſtroy him, (Mark ix. 17.21.) If you can do any thing. 


have compaſſion on us, and help us. This is a work worthy 
your wiſeſt endeavours, if it may be, to become healers of a 


diſtreſſed kingdom, unto which, if this mean piece might 
contribute the leaſt mite, the unworthy Author ſhould have 


his end in chooſing this text, preaching and publiſhing this 
ſermon,” which is now (although ſomewhat late) preſented 
to your view; ſooner it ſhould have been, but being much 


miſtaken in the time of preaching it, by reaſon of the ſilence 
of the clock, I was conſtrained when I did perceive 1 had ex- 
ceeded much the bounds allotted, to paſs over many things, 
and diſrank others, which cauſed. the more labour to place 
them right, and to ſupply. ſome of thoſe 1 did then omit, and 
tranſcribe the whole; about which I have ſpent all the hours 
that I could ever ſince ſpare out of the public attendances, unto 


which I am tied. 1 have not made any material addition or 


alteration, although here and there ſomething was of neceſſity 
to be ſupplied, It is now. (ſuch as it is) humbly preſented unto 


your patronage and acceptance, before whom it was preach- 


ed, and is now publiſhed. If any of you ſhould happily caſt 
an eye upon it now printed, as you were pleaſed to lend an 
attentive ear unto it when ĩt was preached (and inſtead cf blam- 
ing me for miſtaking my time, to ſhew your good acceptance 


of my weak endeavours) 1 hope it may be of ſome uſe, at 


leaſt to remind you of that which muſt ſteer-yaur courſe in 
all your endeavours for the kingdom's ſafety and church's 
+ Which is to remove the main obſtruction, by cauſin 
flit it be poſſible) that the people may turn to him that ſmiteth, 
Which if it may but in ſome good meaſure be effected, we 
ſhall not need to fear or doubt the audience of our prayers, 
and crowning your other endeavours with ſach ſucceſs as 


mall move not only them that now live and pray, but the 
generations to come, to bleſs and praiſe your God and theirs 


doth with and for you; which is conſtantly begged of God 


at the throne of bis grace, who is exceeding abundantly able 
to do above all we can afk or think, by the unworthielt of 


his ſervants and yours, * 
N. PRorrr. 
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Die Mercuri = 5th September, 1644. 


"Gann ED by the Commons assembled in 


Parliament, That Colonel VEN, Colonel 


Loxs, and Sir RoBERT HarLEy, do from 


this House, give thanks to Mr PROFFET, 


for the great pains he took in the Sermon 
he preached, this day, at the intreaty 


of the said Commons, at St. Margaret's, 
Westminster, it being the day of Public 
_ Humiliation, and to desire an to print his 
Sermon. And it is ordered, That none ſhall 


presume to print his Sermon without li- 
cence under his hand-writing. 


Ik ELSYNGE, Cler. Parl. D. Com: 


3 do appoint. Christopher Meredith to 
F my Sermon. 


Nr COLAS s PROFFET: 


* * 


SER MON, 
PREACHED BEFORE THE 
8 HONORABLE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 
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IS AIAH ix. 13. 


— for all this his. anger is not turned _ but his 
Hand is Stretched out Still: — 


For the people turneth not unto him that imiteth %. 
neither do . Seek * Lord of Hot. ; 


| T HAT hs 98 423 this eg may be better per- 
ceived, it will be neceſſary to take a ſhort view 
of the chapter? in which. this noble and eloquent prophet, 
as St flirome ſtyles him, of whom he further ſaith, in the 
ſame place, non tam propheta quam evan clita dicen- 
dus sit- he is rather to be called an evan ell than a pro- 
phet; doth norwithſtanding here, (as in other places) 
mingſe wine with oil, law with goſpel, comminations with 
conſolations. For (as David, Pfal. ci.) doth (ing, fo he 
_ doth preach and propheſy mercy and judgment; yet he 
beginneth with comfort and goes on with terror—from 
verſe 1ſt unto the 8th he is full of comfort, a ſon of con- 
| folationz but in the reſt, Boanerges, a ſon of thunder. In 


20 Hieron. ad Paul. & Eustach. tom, 34. p. 26. 
18 A 
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their aid 5 of- 
© 


Math. iv. 14. © 
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that former part of the chapter, he ſets himſelf to comfort 
(according unto ſome) the good party of the Iſraelites, 
both againſt former, and future menaces of wrath, judg- 
ment and ruin, of which they had heard very heavy bur- 


thens before, and were now to hear more and heavier 
hereafter, ſuch. as ſhould not. only. cruſh, and bruiſe, but 


break. and ruin the ſtate and kingdom: The godly hear- 


ing this might quake, faint, and ſink if not deſpair, if ſome 


cordial were not firſt given for their comfort and ſupport. 
Or, (as ſome others think) the prophet doth endeavour 


hereby to comfort Judah, at this time in a very ſad condi- 


tion, greatly weakened by war; for Iſrael, that is, the 
ten tribes had warred * them and now obtained unto 

Aſſyria, who was a potent and mighty 
prince by whoſ help they made no doubt but they ſhould _ 
extirpate the royal ſtock, and wholly ſubdue Judah, and 
bring them into perpetual ſubjection. Now, againſt them 


the prophet ſets himſelf, to comfort Judah, 5 


The comfort wherewith he doth endeavour to ſu port 
them, is drawn out of the well of conſolation; (Ifa viii. 
6.) he giveth them of the water of Shiloah, the promiſes 
of the goſpel and free grace through. Chriſt. As you. may 
further perceive, by comparing what you here read with 


Then, in the 8th verſe, the prophet beginneth (as divers 


Interpreters have obſerved) a new ſermon: ſure it is, he 
doth chanye his voice ; for as there he was promifing grace, 


ſo here he is menacing wrath. . 


In this part we may obſerve, how having to do with a ſe- 
cure, proud, pertinacious and incredulous people, that made 


but little account, and ſet very light by the menaces of their 
prophets. He doth firſt ſer down the certainty and autho- 
Tity of theſe comminations, aſſuring them that they ſhould 


undoubtedly come to pals, and they ſhould ſurely feel them. 


Verſe 8. 


And howſoever they out of pride and confidence, did 
ſeem altogether. to ſlight them, uling a proverbial kind of 
ſpeech which did imply as much, verſe 10.; for by it they 
intimate, that what they loſt in overthrows and ruins ſhould 


be recovered, raiſed and repaired in greater ſplendor and 


\ 


nn ot WY 
glory than before. Yer they, even all the people, ſhould 


know that God, who is true of his word, had foretold as 


much, and ſhould aſſuredly make it good. 


2. As he ſetteth down the authority, and certainty, ſo 


he ſets down the time, manner and means, ſhewing how -, 


heavy and ruin ſhould be brought upon them, viz. 
The Lord would ſet up the adverſaries of Rezin againſt 
him, and join his enemies together, and then the Syrians 
before and the Philiſtines behind, and they ſhould devour 
Iſrael with open mouth, ver. 11, 12. f. e. Their enemies 
being enraged ſhould riſe up againſt them on every ſide, 
and make a prey of them like wild beaſts, rather than rea- 
ſonable men, Oo 7 


Now, whereas ſecure and obſtinate men are wont to 
think, it will be but a ſtorm at the moſt, after which they 


ſhould have a calm, for being over and God pacified, they 


ſhould be ſafe, and free from further fear and puniſhment ; 


for they having ſuffered ſome mac" | uſually grow more 
hard and obſtinate than before, and promiſe themſelves 
greater freedom, and take greater liberty in ſin. The 


| Prophet therefore lets them know that the Lord hath not 
ſhot all his ſhafts, neither is he pacified, 4 his anger doth 
continue, and his hand is streiched forth $till. In which 


words he doth repreſent God unto them in the habit and 


_ Poſture of an angry man, a mighty man that is wroth, who. 


had been ſmiting heavy ſtrokes ; and yet by his counte- 
nance and vis, 
himſelf notwithſtanding the blows already given, to be no 


lleſs angry than before. Neither are they ſafe, (as they. 


_ verily imagine) but ſtill more and heavier ſtrokes hang o- 
ver their be | | 
Now, whereas this might ſeem ſtrange, that the Lord 
ſhould be ſo exceedingly moved againſt A people, that the 
cauſe might be known and God juſtified in his judgment; 
the words of the text are added, ſo as if any wake queition 
or deſire ſatisfaction concerning this coutiuuapce of his inut- 


. 


ing and anger againſt Iſrael, he may hereby underitand there 


OE: ß a oats es 
For the people turneth not unto him that emiteh them, 


although they have been grievouſly ſmitten, to the end they. 


tretched forth Still to ſtrike, doth thew 


ads, which they ſhall by no means efcape, 


- Rr oe _ 
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162 
might return and geek the Lord of Hosts ; yet they are 
ſo obſtinate, and ſo impenitent and pertinacious, as they 


will not for all that return, but do more provoke the wrath 
of God againit them. 5 | | 


The word tranſlated { for) being van in Hebrew, doth 


properly ſignify {and), but is variouſly mw. and as ſome 
| 3 have obſer ved) in well near forty ſeveral ſigni- 


cations, and ſometimes is cauſual, and doth ſignify for, or 
Because. | | 


And in this place the moſt interpreters take it as cauſual, 
and not copulative; and being ſo taken, you ſee the words 
| ſhew the cauſe why the Lord would not take off his heavy 


hand, nor turn auay his wrath from Hrael; Namely, 
becauſe the people were ſo ſtubborn and ſhameleſs, as they 
would by no means be broupht to repentance and conver- 


ſion; and therefore it was moſt juſt and equal, that the 

| Lord ſhould not give them over, and as it were, give 
place and way unto them in their wickedneſs ; but as they 
went on in ſinning, ſo he ſhould go on in ſmiting them ſtil}, 


till at length they were utterly deſtroyed. 
So that theſe words are not ſo much a prediction, as a 

commination, yea, an accuſation, letting them know, that 
it was moſt juſt that the Lord ſhould go on in puniſh» 


ment, becauſe they did {till go on in ſin; and therefore, 
| howtoever there might be ſome intermiſſion, yet no dil. 
miſſion out of his hand which is stretched out still. - The 


words are conſiderable by themſelves, and in their relation 


unto what went before. In themſelves they contain a 
heavy indictment againſt Iſrael, in which this heinous 


crime is charged upon them, that they were grown ſo obſti- 
nate, as they could neither be drawn by mercies, nor driven 
by judgments, to turn and eek the Lord of Hot,, from 
whom they had turned away by their fins, ſuch was their 


impenitency and obſtinacy, that their minds and hearts in 
their apoſtacy ſo alienated from God, as though they had 
been ſmitten with heavy and. very grievous ſtrokes, and 
their miſery ſuch as they could neither avoid nor end 


ure; 
yet they would not take notice of God's hand, ſo as to turn 
from their ſin, no nor ſo much as geeꝶ the Lord of Host, 


and crave pardon and ſeek help at his hand, For this laſt 


Bob 


branch ſeemeth to be a further aggravation of their obſti. 
nacy, intimating that they were ſo far from repentance and 
converſion, as that they did not go much as Seek unto the 
Lord of Hosts that mote them. Now in their relative 
conſideration, they ſet forth how juſt it is with God to 
go on ſtill to be angry, and ſtill to itretch forth his puniſh- 
ing hand, not ceaſing to ſmite till ruin and utter — 
come upon them. | 
Tn the words, there are theſe particulars eſpecially con- 
ſiderable - 8 e e : 
1. Who ſmote Iſrael, noted in the relative (him) and 
expreſſed in the laſt branch of the text, the Lord of Horte. 
2. Why and to what end he ſmote them, both implied 
in the word turn; they were ſmitten, becauſe they had 
turned from him, and that they might be brought to turn 
again unto him. - | 
3. What uſe they made of this ſmiting, what fruit it had 
among them—and that was as little as might be; for they 
turned not to him, &c,—this ſmiting to them was fruitleſs 
and vain. _ | 5 „„ 
4. How ill it was taken, and what hurt this obſtinacy and 
impenitency of theirs did procure unto them; and that is not 
only the reproof of the prophet, but the continuance of the 
anger of God, and the ſtretching forth of his hand ſtill to 
teste them with more and much heavier ſtrokes. For all 
this his anger is not turned away, but his hand is stretch- 
ed out Still ;=So that theſe words (if they ſhould be largely 
handled) might furniſh our obſervations with at leaſt theſe 
{ix ſeveral doctrines, as implied or expreſſed in the words. 


Firſt, That the eternal Cod is the Lord of Hot. 


Secondly, That Jirael mitten by their enemies in war, it is 
the Lord that smiteth them, © 55 


a Thirdly, The caute of the destroying sword among them was, 
» their departing from the Lord by their gin. 


Fourthly, The end of smiting was, that they might return and 
Seek the Lord of Hots, | 


Fifthly, Israe/ was obstinate and impenitent, 10 as they did 
refuse to return and eek the Lord, : 


— 


e 
Sixthly, This obstinacy and impenitency did greatly provoke 
the Lord to anger, and was the cause of the continuance of 
his anger, and itretching forth his haud to «mute them till. 


But becauſe it will be impoſſible to ſpeak of more than 


the one half of theſe doctrines withiu the coupeſs of the tiuie, 


I ſhall reduce them unto theſe three conciutivns, and only 
touch upon ſome. of the other, as occation thall ſerve, in 


| Tome of the uſes; and becauſe that which is here ſpoken of 
| Urael, doth alſo belong unto any other people, whoſe caſe 


may be paralleled wich theirs, I thall propound and handle 


theſe doctrines rather in hegi than hypothest, thus :— 


Firs, That Ifrael, or any people in covenant, ſmitten with 
the ſword of an enemy, it is the Lord that ſmiteth them. 
Secondly, It is an heinous and grievous provoking tin, tor a 
people when they are thus tmitten, not to turn and ſeckx 
the Lord of Hoſts. Cie, yr | | 


Thirdly, That Iſrael, or any people, continuing thus ob- 
| Ninate and impenitent, is the cauſe of the continuance 
of God's anger, and the increaſe of their puniſhment. 


Thefe are the doctrines which (as I conceive) will be 


moſt ſuitable and uſeful; and therefore of them, as time 


mall give leave, and God {hall afliſt. And firit, I begin with 


Dodtrine Firat. When Ifrael or any people are ſmit- 
ten by their enemies in war, it is the Lord that imiteth them, 


When a people is ſmitten with the f Word of a foreign, or 


domeſtic enemy, it is the Lord that ſmiteth them. 


The doctrine will be of uſe, eſpecially for way unto the 
reſt. Something muſt therefore be ſpoken of it; although 
we ſhall be more brief in this, and more large iu the reſt. 


Now this firſt do&rine, for the ſenſe of it, I ſuppoſe it is 


ſo clear to every one of ordinary. capacity, as i ſhall not need 
to ſpend time in explication. 


” 


And for the gronnd, it will be no leſs evident unts any 
that ſhall obſerve unto what the relative (Him) doth refer. 


(15) 


Unto their enemies it cannot be ——_— ha. were men- 


tioned in the former verſe, but unto Jehovah; the Lord of 


Hoſts; as the words following do declare. 


But to clear this point from ſome other feriptures, Ezek. 5 


vii 9. © Ye ſhall kiow that L am the Lord That finitetſt $— 


whatſoever the rod or ſword may t be, the Lord will have it 


known that he ſmiteth. 

And more particilarly and plainly, tut. Avi. 2 12 
The Lord ſhall cauſe thee to be ſmitten before thine ene- 
mies, &c,*—and verſe 49. © The Lord thall'bring a nation 


againſb thee from far, from the end of the ear he Kc. If 


they be ſmitten, the Lord is he that doth caufe ir, "and' he 
_ doth dei their enemies how far ſoever they cothe. "ek. 
xi. 8. © Ye have feared the ſword, and I will bring a fword 
upon you, . ſaith the Lord God.” Amos iy. 10. .* Your 
young men have I flain with the ſword, &c., Ezek. xiv. 


17. Or if I bring a ſword upon that land, Fd ſay, Sword, 
go through the land, ſo chat I cut off may and. dealt from it.” 
Theſe | ſcriptures do clear the point. Vet for better ſatis- 


faction unto ſuch as do. not ſee how God, ſhould be ſaid to 
ſtrike them that are ſmitten by men, we ſhall briefly note 
| hoiw, and in What ſenfe and reſpect the Lord is ſaid to ſunte. 


God is pleaſed to work ſometimes with, and ſometimes wirh- 


out means, mediately and immediately; and thus immediately 
and without means, he formed our firſt parents, and upheld 
| them being created; .and he led his apottles unto all truth. 
Aad. in things: belonging to this life, he ſometimes worketh 
with, and ſometimes without, yea, above and contrary nnto 
2 ſecondary cauſes and means, Thus he fed his people in the 
wilderneſs—divided the ſea—drew water out of the rock. 
Sometimes he worketh by means mediately, and uſeth 
ſecond cauſes; yet then he hath a ſpecial hand in theſe 
means: — Acts xvii 285 £F or in him we live, and move, 
and have our being, &“ "Eph. i. 11. * He worketh all 
things after the counſel of his own, will.” God is not tu be 


conceived in his working by means as men. Kings and 


Pence govern their, 1 — 6 5. by their officers, ſo as them - 


elves many times neither act with. them, nor do know what 
is done by them. But he Lord hath an eye and band in the 


wha government: All creatures; aud every * cauſe, 
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are ordered NE diſpoſed by him—who is e called the 
Lord of Hoſts, not only 3 all creatures in heaven and 
earth are his ſoldiers and his great army, but alſo, becauſe 
of his ſpecial command, order, and government of them all, 
and particularly of men in point of war, which is his ſword, 

and is ſo ordered by him, as he may well be ſaid to ſmite 
them that are ſmitten, - In theſe and the like 1 


Firet, Becauſe wie a Tweed? is s drawn upon any SY 
he doth call for it. Jer. xxv. 29. For I will call for a 
| ſword upon the inhabitants of the earth, Iſa. xiii. 4. © He 

is ſaid to be the Lord of Hoſts, who. doth n muſter the hoſt 
of the battle. 


Secondly, He doth fend i it whitherfoever it doth at any 
time come, Ezek. xiv. 17. 


Thirdly, He doth appoint "he ſhall be fitren, when; 
5 by whom, how far it ſhall go, and how N it hall con- 
tinue, Hoſea xi. 6. Jer. xvii. 6, 7. 


Fourthly, He giveth ſtrength and victory unto them that 
 ſmite and prevail. Eccl. ix. 11. © The battle is not to the 
ſtrong. Pſal. xxxiii. 17. An horſe is a vain thing, nei- 
ther {hall he deliver any by his great ſtrength. Pſal. cxliv, 
1. Bleſſed is the Lord my ſtrength, which teacheth my 
hands to war, and my fingers to fight. Prov. xxi, 3 1. 
Victory is of the Lord.“ 


Fiſthiy, The Lord doth ole war to 1 5 . 
the ſword to return and put itſelf into its ſcabbard, reſt and 


| be ſtill. Jer. xlvü. 6. Pal. xlvi. 9. He makerh war bo 
ceaſe, unto the end of the earth, &c.“ 


oljecion. But ſome may . objedt. We ſee by 
experience, that men ſmite with the {word ; yea wicked, 
them that are good, who for their cruelty are not only me. 
naced, but puniſhed by the Lord of Hoſts, for their barbar- 


ous cruelty towards his people. How then can th be 
{jd to be {mitren of your i 


ſ 
fi 
f 
t 
· 


„ 


611 


Anrwer. I anf wer, well enouph for firſt, be they whe 
they will, they are of his great army, who is the great General 
and Lord of Hoſts ; they are his ſoldiers aud his fword <4 

Pſal. xvii. 13. Deliver my ſout from the wicked, which 


is thy ſword.” And, Zeph. ii. 124 Le Ry #2 = * 


nme word,” x1 


Sometimes the Lord doch ſend 3 3 
ſinite wicked men, and ſometimes to correct his own children 
for their good * ; that being tried, they may be made mania 
feſt, enher 10 themſelves for hope, or to ethers, for imita- 
tion. Rom. v. 3. Knowing that dum bf. 5 
tience, and patience experience, and experience hope”. 

20. The Lord. doth menace and puniſh their crueky 
towards, his people, and: that juſtly : becauſe they do not 
ſmite them in obedience unto God, whoſe will they inquire not 
after, but have aims and ends of their own yet God doth . 
uſe theui to do his will and pleafure; even then when they do 
leaſt of all obey him. This you have noted, "Iſaiah u 5, 
* Aſhur is the rod of his indignation, or anger; and God doth 
ſend him againſt an hy potritica nation, &c. Land verſe 7. 
© He meanerh not ſo; his end is not to punith as hy pocriti. 
cal nation, neither doth His heart/chiuk fo: But it is in his 
heart to deſtroy, and cut-off nations, not a few. His aim 
is not ta ſerve the Lord, hut hy his tyranay to enlarge hies 
dominipns; and 10 ſubject as mamy people as he could u,j§ẽ 
himſelf; and fo to ſerve his own he 2 and/avarice j and 
therefore the will of his God was not his rule; unto which 
he had no- regard, buit dick abuſs his power; und; (4s Hi. 
rome doch obſerve on the place) went beyond the bounds 
of God's anger, and beyond his on commiſſton- The 
kke may be gsted in Jehu, (2 Kings ix. 7, 8% who was 
ſent oſ God jo-deſtroy Jezebel and ibe falſe prophers, and 
the Whole heufe df Ahab. 3 And he did 
well in exeeuting that which was right inthe (fight o God, 
and is promiſed à reward for his fer wee. Hofes 1. 4. 
© Yet the Land will atenge che blood of 'Jeareet pon the 
bouſe of Jehw'. "And the reaſon is, becauſe 4 had eng- | 
| FCC . 

. Aug: contra zeeundinum Manicheum. caps 70, * 
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— 


Aber din tag God 6, 0 be lnokiod nf farther then his bb 


honour, that he might reign king; but God aimed at the 
rooting out of idolatry, by taking away the patrons of idols 
and authors of it, (Iſaiah x. 7.) 2 Kings x. 29. Now Jehu 


_ departed not from the golden calves that were in Dan and 


Bethel. And the like bye-ends may be noted in others. 


| Verſe 1. If when Iſrael or auy people are ſmitten by 


the ſword of an enemy, it is the Lord that ſmiteth them: 


then it muſt needs follow, that Germany ſmitten, and mi. 
ſerably waſted, it is the Lord that ſmote them. Ireland 
ſmitten and almoſt conſumed, the Lord hath ſmitten them. 
England, at this time ſmitten, divided and much weaken- 


ed, it is the Lord that hath ſmitten'us. © This doctrine doth 


aſſure us, as the woman of Tekoa doth inform David, 


that the hand of Joab was in all that; ſo the hand of God 
zs in all this: his hand hath ſmitten both them and us. The 
more therefore to blame we, and the greater our ſin, 


who look much below the hand of God. It was a juſt com- 
plaint of our prophet, Iſaiah xxvi. 11. Lord when thy hand 


is lifted up, they will not ſee: and in this chapter (as was noted 
before) he chargeth his people, that they were ſo far from 
turning to him that ſmote them, as thi 


hey took no notice of 


the hand that hurt them, Iſrael looks lower than heaven, 


than the hand of Gad, and looks on other hands; they 
could not ſee his hand that ſmote them. I fear Iſrael and 
England are ſo like each other in this, as England is the 
wor ſe. I remember what one hath noted of Iſrael, and I 


pray let us conſider whether it be not true alſo of England, 
even at this day. When the Jews endured ſo many 


miſeries, even from their firſt plantation in the land unto their 


final caſting out, they were ſeldom aware of this point, &c. 
If chePhiliſtines, Canaanites, and other borderers u 


| upon them, 
do ſpoil their country, tyrannize over them, and opprefs 


them wich cruel ſlavery, as they did in the times of the 


Judges, they will interpret this to be nothing, but an old 


ry, for which they were hated, and all 


occaſions ſought to 
® Annon hoe faciunt omnes qui de corpore diaboli zunt. 


W 
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with their own, but ſeek after glory and 
of other kingdoms. Mea if Salmanazer, or Nebuchadnezzar, 


* „„ 
work revenge. If che kingdom be divided, that is 3 
but Rehoboam's folly, and ill counſel of il)-adviſed courti- 
ers. If Iſrael make war on Judah, or Judah upon Iſrael, 
that is but policy to kt ep down one another, leſt one 


ſhould encroach upon both kingdoms: © If there be civil 
War, that is through the factions of potent and ambis 


tious ſtateſmen. If a foreigner invade them, it is nothing 
but the pride of ambitious tyrants, that cannot be content 
greatneſs in the ruin 


carry them away captive out of their land, though they may 
think God not well pleaſed with them, in the general, yet 


they would reſolve:theſe effects into other cauſes, more pro- 
per as they conceive. It was weakneſs/in their kings dege- 
: — from their ancient valour: want of confederates, of 
| gu counſellors, of ſkilful and truſty commanders, of hardy 
ſoldi 


iers, they were overborne by multitudes; and theſe, or 


ſome. AR like theſe, were the cauſe of this misfortune; &e. 10 


© But the of God they will not ſee: they will aſcribe 
it rather vmto any thing than unto the hand of God. - Juſt 


as Salvian ſpeaks of the people of his time, in caſe of good 


ſuccels,  Alius fortund, Alius eventui, &c. One doth a- 
ſcribe it io fortune, another unto event, a third unto the 
advice of their leaders, a fourth unto good counſel, &c. uul- 


Jus Deo. Hardly any unto God. How true this is of our 
times, and whether this be not our national lin, I ſhall leave 


you to conſider and judge; and if ſo, it is very great, and 


ve in it like Iſrael, and not much beyond the heathen, 
nay, much behind: ſome of them who were wont to look 
much higher than many of our people do. For to ſay no · 


—8 that having ſlain a great enemy of his coun- 


5 try, and when there was a ſtrife among the officers, who 
ſhould give him n-oft honour, did aſcribe all io heaven, and 
would take nothing to himſelf and others, but only the lend- 


ing their hands unto the work; they aſcribing victory and 


ſucceſs unto Fortune and Victoria, did as they imagined, 
_ aſcribe them to God“ For Fortune, as they thought, was 


2 divine power, and no leſs indeed than a God; — thi 


3 — held of Viftoria, as Auguſtus noteth +. 
lin. lib, 27, cap, 3. 255 7 De civit. Dei, lib. 4. caps 14 


620) 
This ſin is fo much the more to be noted and reproved, 
2s it is more ſinful. and dangerous; for it is a fault in the 
firit concoction of the uſe which ſhould be made of the 
judgments of God, not to be. recovered in the reſt. it 
is obſerved by two learned Fxpoſitors upon the text“, 
that Iſrael, not acknowledging whence thele ſtrokes came, 
ene they did not turn by true repentance unto the 
Lord, * neither did they ſeek him.“ And whereas theſe 
ſtrokes were laid on them that they might convert; being 
neglected, they became more obſtinate f. It is the policy 
of datan, not unlike to that of Jeroboam, 1 Kings Kii, 26, 27. 
Who fearing if the people thould go up to Jeruſalem, to 
ſacrifice in the houſe of God, that their heart would turn 
again unto their Lord, the King of Judah.“ And therefore 
he doth ſet up golden calves, and ſaid unto them, It is _ 
much for you to. go up to Jeruſalem, behold thy gous, O 
Iſrael, c.“ Thus the devil, well knowing it might prove 
dangerous, if men ſhould look ſo hight as the hand Jof God; 
for then they might poſſibly lay to heart his hand, and en- 
quire into the cauſe, and fall out with their ſin, and fall off 
from Satan; therefore he endeavours.to make them to caſt 
their eyes upon goldem calves, and doth faiten them on any 
thing on earth, that they may not look up to heaven: and 
by this means it .cometh o paſs, that God leſeth ail the 
glory, and they all the gain of his mercies and rann 5 
upon them for their amendments RE 
' Secondly, verſe 2. This doctrine may favs for comfort 
and ſupport unto God's people, to remove aud mitigate 
Jorrow, eſpecially in the 4 in ſaddeſt times of {miting. 
And truly, ſuch times call for cordials, and ſuch an uſe of this 
doctrine. For when the Lord cometh, towards his own, in 
aà warlike habit ang poſture, when he 'approacheth near Une 
to them with wrath in his counteyance, and a deſtroy ing 
ſword, a bloody rod in his hand, the deareſt of ſaints fall- 
ing into the hands and unto the mercy of barbarous and cruel 
bloody men, may ſeem to exceed in fear, yea and fly m ſuch 
trembling fits to try ſome ill concluſions, if they ſtay not 
themſelves, they may fear the fear of the wicked, and lay, ; 


Fn Svep®, 4 Occolamp, - 


t. a) 


A tonfederacy with them, to whom they ſay a tonfederacy 
Iſaiah viii. 12. Their fear may di ive them to make un- 
lawful le agues, or to be of the opii ĩon, judgment or prac- 
tice of the wicked, in working oui their u ay out of danger, 
and at the leaſt withdraw themſelves from God, in whom 
alone is help and comfort in time of trouble and danger. 
As it is noted of Aſtianax, when his own father came to- 
wards him armed, (although it was to embrace him) yet 
being afraid at the fight of his head-piece and hairy pluu e 
bending towards him: the child doth forthwith hide his face 
in his nurſe's boſom, and cry; the poor child took his fa. 
ther in that habit, for a foe, rather than a friend. Thus 
 God?s children may miſtake, and fear, yea and fly unto the 
creature for ſhelter. But now this derinie being rememe 
bered, that it is God that ſmiteth,” and that tre rod or 
| ſword is in the hand of our heavenly Father: when Turk. 
or traitor, ſome Iriſh rebel Engliſh Papiſt or Atheiſt, is 
the (word, yet the hand of God doth order and guide it; 
and whatſpever their malice or bloody cruelty may be, yet 
i ſhall do no more, nor go ay farther, than he ſhaibcarry it; 
hey cannot move but as they are guided ant ordered by him: 
this will quiet their ſpirits and ſtay their fears You kuow = 
when ſome general or commander of an army is reported to 
be barbarcus and creel, it ſtrikes great fear into the hearts 
of ſuch as apprehend his terrible approach: as on the con. 
trary, if the general be reputcd a nid and merciful man, it 
doth much mitigate the fcar of ſuch as are like to fall into 
his hands, When therefore, we ſhall conſider, that the 
great Commander of all armies, and Lord of Hoſts, is the 
the friend, yea the father of Iſrael, of his people, and that all 
_ counſels and ſmitings, yea and the very motions of wicked 
men are at his diſpcſal ; it makes no matter v ho, cr what 
they are, the ſtrekes ſhall be no more nor heavier, than our 
heavenly Father ſhall appoint. Pal. Ixxvi. 19 * Surely 
the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee : the remainder of wrath 
malt thou reſtrain.” The fierceneſs and cruelty that they 
exerciſe againſt his ſervants, ſhall be ſo ordered, as thall be 
for the glory of God and for the peod of his people, even 
then when they prevail. And the reſidue of it, God will 
reſtrain from effecting and attempting further evil; ſo that 


. 


_ whatſoever ſtrength and power they have joined with their 
nage, it ſhall be limited unto what may be for the glory of 
God, and good of his people; neither ſhall it break forth 
further than is expedient unto theſe ends, be it never fo great. 
And as they ſhall be no greater, ſo neither ſhall they bear 
them longer than is meet and convenient. Pſal. cxxv. 3. 
For the rod of the wicked ſhall not reſt upon the lot of the 
righteous, leſt the righteous put forth their hands unto ini- 
quity? : Ne at his pleaſure maketh wars to ceaſe, Pfal. xlvi. 9.“ 
Finally, this ſmiting ſhall not ſo much wound, deſtroy 
and kill, as heal, cure, and fave his people: for, Ifaiah 
xxvii 7, $, 9. God doth not ſmite his people as he ſmiteth 
thoſe that ſmote him, &c. But in meaſure, &c. verſe 8. 
And © by this therefore ſhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, 
and this is all the fruit to take away his fin, &c ;* which well 
_ conſidered, would prove a ſweet cordial of comfort in theſe 
ſmiting times: and who would think much to be ſmitten by 
ſuch a hand? I have read, that among the Perſians, he that 
is commanded to be beaten by the king, doth give thanks 
unto him, accounting it to be a happy thing, quod rex gui 
memor fuerit, that the king is mindful of him. Sure 1 
am, they that are ſmitten of God their Father, have cauſe 
to account it a favour; for if the wounds of a friend be faith- 
ful, how much more the ſtrokes of ſuch a Father? they, are _ 
ever Jaid on his in faithfulneſs, and ſo in mercy, to make 
them fit to receive his promiſes of grace, and to free them 
From ſin. And to this end, David doth defire that the 
righteous might ſmite him, and he ſhould take it for a kind- 
nels, Pſal. cxli. 5. It is reported of Cyrus, that he knew 
the names of all that were in his army; the Lord doth know 
the names and conditions of all in his, and will ſee that none 
ſhall have more or heavier ſtrokes laid on them than they 
hall be able to hear; for the hairs of their heads are num- 
bered, and not one of them doth fall on the ground but by 
his providence. I conclude with Iſaiah liv. verſe 4 and 5. 
Fear not, for thy Maker is thine Huſband :—the Lord of 
Hoſts is his name, &c-. “ „„ 
Verſe 3. Now iu the laſt place, this doctrine may ſerve 
to elevate our eyes, and raiſe up our thoughts above and 
beyond thoſe viſible hands with which we are ſmitten, Car- 


% 


( #9 3 
nal men are wont, like the dog, to eye and ſnap at the ſtone, 
not looking at the hand; and therefore they howl, repine, 
ky and vex themſelves, gnaw their rongues, and tear 
eir fleſh, and break their hearts under their burdens; and 
et for all this they make no ule of their ſmiting. 
"6 the people of God themſelves (as it muſt be acknow- 
ledged) are too apt to look too much, and dwell too long 


upon ſecond cauſes: they many times, as young Samuel, 
(when God called) he runneth to Eli, ſo they run to men 


and means, when they thould anſwer to God calling them 


unto himſelf; and this, on both ſides, is not only an hinder- 
ance unto them, ſo as they do not improve the ſtrołkes unto 
their ends, but many times a means to make them impatient, 
and ill adviſed. at the leaſt : W hereas if they did conſider = 
that ic is the Lord that ſmiteth, it would make them dumb, 
and not to dare to open their mouths, becauſe he doth it, 


| Pal, xxxix. 9. Therefore, as a remedy of impatience and 


many other evils, which may, and many times do follow upon 
the non-obſervance of his hand in ſiniting, let us mind and 


remember this doctrine, that when any people is ſmitren, it 
is the Lord that ſimiteth them ; ; and then we ſhall always 
Join theſe together in our thoughts, as they did in their 
ery, Judges vii. 20. © The ſword of the Lord and of Gideon: 


and then we ſhall the better follow the counſel given, Micah 
vi. 9. The Lord's voice crieth unto the city, and the man 


of wiſdom ſhall ſee thy name: bear ye the rod and who hath | 
appointed i 1 


Thus we have done with the firlt point, which ſhewerh 


who it is chat ſmiteth Iſrael, or any people that are ſnut- 
ten, although by a foreign enemy, in war. 


ow we come unto the ſecond, which declareth what 
uſe Iſrael made of their ſmiting, and how ill their behaviour 
under the rod was taken. And here we have three diſtin 
particulars, which we ſhall for brevity's ſake join in the doc- 
trine, and diſtinguiſh in the uſe. _ 
1. The ground and cauſe of their ſmiting. 
2. The end at which God aimeth in his ſmiting Iſrael, 


that which moved the Lord to ſmite them, and the uſe they 


ſhould have made of his ſtrokes, which are both implied in 
dhe word turn: the contrary whereof is laid e to their 9 


(4) 
they did not turn; he fmote them for their turning from him 
and that they might torn unto him 
3d. The Lord, by the prophet, doth charge this upon them 
as a great and heinous offence; for which this is her e charged 


on them as an heinous crime, (as before you heard) that the 
people did not turn to lum that ſmore them, and brought in 


as the caufe or reaſon why the anger af God did continue, 


and his hand was ſtill ſtretched forth: 80 Ne the next 
doctrine may be thus FINE! n | 


| Dothine Second, That i it is an 9 very herons a 0 
_ erime of a high nature) for Iſrael, or any people, bei 
ſmitten. of God for their fin, that they might return 
ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, to continue impenitent and obſti. 
nate, ſo as not to turn to him that ſiniteth em. e 


or more briefly thus « | 


That it is a writh, provoking ſin for a people being l. Grit: 
ten of God with the ſword of an enemy for their * to con- 
tinue obltigate, fo as not to return. 5H 


9 ſhall ſpeak ſomething by way of Suren | 


Firſt, Of this ſhort deſcription of God, tiled The Lord 
of Hosts. unto whom they ſhould have turned. \ 

' Secondly, Of the duty which they did owe and mould 
have per formed, which was to turn and ſeek the Lord of 
Hofts : and then we ſhall farther declare how, and why this 
ſhould be charged on them, or any people, as a crime ſo 
heinous, or ſin ſo grievous ; ; and then come to the ſe— 


Fir, The Lord is ſtiled the Lord of Hoſts; ind 1 it is an 
uſual title or attribute, which is given and taken by himſelf, 
as a ſtile well firting his majeſty: and the Lord is ſo tiled, 
becauſe that all creatures are his army, and he their General 
and great Commander. Gen. ii. 1. Thus the heavens 
and the earth were finiſhed, and-all the hoſt of them.” "By 
a metaphor, he calleth the creatures with which the ſeveral 
parts of the world are adorned, an hott : for hereby is meant 
all. creatures in the earth and TOs which land as an 


( #5 ) 


army; thus in the higheſt heavens there are the glorious an- 
gels, who are a part of this hoſt or army, Luke ii. 13. 15. 
Secondiy, In the vilible heavens, the ſtars; and they are 
ſometinies brought forth to fight againſt the enemies of the 
Lord of Hoſts and his people—Judpes v. 20. they fought 

againſt Sifera, VVV 
Thirdly, In the lower heavens; the fowls of the air are a 
part of Goa 's army; and in the water, the fiſhes; in the 
earth, men, beaſts, and creeping things *: for they all are 
ſaid to be an army in reſpect of God, whom they ſerve; 
and therefore he is called the Lord of Hoſts, Pſal. cxix. 91. 
Iſaiah xlv. 12. Joel ii. 25. | LAS 1 
Now all creatures being called the ar ties of God, by way 
df reſemblance, you may briefly note wherein eſpecially 
that reſemblance doth ſtand ; namely, in theſe and the like 

particular: | 5 „ 

Firſt, In reſpect of their number: for any multitude in 
ſeripture is called an army, if it be orderly f; arid armies 

uſually conſiſt of great numbers. 
| Secondly, In reſpect of order, which is eſpecially ob- 
ſerved in armies; and this maketh the hoſt of God admir- 
able: and the very word tranſlated horr, Gen. il. 1. dorh 
ſignify an army ſtanding in order. 3 
T hirdly, In reſpect of obedience : In armies well ordered, 
the ſoldiers are obedient, and at the beck and command of 
their captain, as Matth viii. g. ; and thus locuſts, flies, and 
every creature, are at the command of their General, 
Fourthly, I ſhall add one thing more, and that is in re- 
ſpect of power. Armies are very potent, and ſome have 
been formidable arid irreſiſtible ; and łhus the army of the 
Lord of Hoſts is formidable and irreſiſtible, who with flies, 
frogs, and ſuch like, is able to overcome as potent and proud 
an enemy as Pharaoh king of Egypt. Iu theſe and the like 
_ reſpects, the creatures are ſaid to be the hoffs of God. 1 
might (for prevention of miſtake) further note, how that 
there is not a reſemblance in every thing : for, other armies 
or hoſts are raiſed for defence, and may, although great, be 
put to the worſt ; but it is not fo with God, who hath no 
need of any creature, nor can be refiſted; but I omit that, 
6 Ment." T mee. 
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and this ſhall ſer ve for the firſt particular, how God is ſtyled 
the Lord of Hoſts. | * 
Secondly, Let us, in the next place, conſider what it is 
to turn unto the Lord of Hoſts, or him that ſmiteth. The 
word here uſed, is ſoinetimes tranſlated furn, and ſometimes 
return; as you may ſee in theſe places, Iſaiah vi. 13. 37. 
7. and chap. xxxi 6, Jer. iti. 7, Kc. Tr doth. properly 
note out local motion of them that paſs or move from place 
to place; leaving ſome place or perſon where, or with whom 
they were before :—thus, 1 Sam. vii. 17. SamuePs return 
was. to Ramah, for there was his honſe, &c. but it cannot 
be taken ſo here, for, Pſal. cxxxix..7, 8. it is not poſſible 
to go from the preſence of God; if one aſcend to heaven, or 
make his bed in hell, God is there, &c. The phraſe is tranſ- 
lated from local motion of the body, and applied unto ſpiri- 
| tual motions. in which men, by a kind of ſimilitude, are ſaid 
to walk, to depart, or go from, and return again unto the 
Lord. And it may be noted in the words of-Auſtin, Aliud 
et migrare corpore anud corde, c. It is one thing to 
move from place to place in body, and another thing to move 
from place to place in heart. In body, he doth move from 
place to place, that doth change his place; he doth it in heart, 
qui cordis mutat A fectum: 51 aliud amas, & aliud amabas, 
uon ibi es, ubi eras *, He doth move in heart from where 
he was, that doth change the affection of his heart; and if 
thou didſt love one thing, and doſt now love another, thou 
art not there where thou waſt before: By ſinning againſt 
God, withdrawing our affections from him, and placing them 
upon the creature, we go away from God, Sin is contrary 
unto the nature of God, and far from him : and when, on the 
contrary part, we place our affections on him, and become 
obedient, we return to him from fin and vice unto virtue 
and grace; and therefore, as he further obfervech. to this 
- purpoſe, he that believeth doth come, and he that goeth a- 
way. non movetur anima pedibus, ged affedibus +; the 
ſoul-is not moved with feet, but with affections ; and God, 
who is deſpiſed in any place, doth depart from their hearts 


nf Aug. Deut. 32. In Joan. cap. 7. to 9. p · 256. | 
5 + Aug. in Joan, tract 48. p. 361. 
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who do for ſake him in their manners and lives, not with their 
feet; he cometh to them who turn to him not with their 
face but with their faith, and approach unto him in thei 
minds, not with their fleſh. In a word, by ſerious repent. 


ance we turn to him; ſo that to turn to God is to repent, - 


or convert from Satan and ſin, to God, Accs iii. 19. Re- 


pent and be converted :? And, Ezek. xviii. 30. Repent and 


turn yourſelves from your in: quities, &c'. 


Thirdly, Let us, in the laſt place, note what it is to Nek 


(he Lord of Heſts, which is the other act or branch of the 
duty they ſhould have performed. To ſeek the Lord of 
Hoits (as is obſerved by one upon the words) is ſometimes 
to pray, Pſal. xxxiv. 4- * I ſougat the Lord.“ Aud ſome- 
times to obey, it is put for the obſervation of the command- 
ments, 2 Chron xiv. 4 Aſa commanded Judah to {eek the 


Lord God of their fathers, and to do the law and the com- 


mandments ; but it will not be amiſs to open this phraſe a 
little further, u hich doth very often occur in ſcripture. The 
word is borrowed from common ule, (as the former) and 
ſecking properly, is a ſclicitous and fedulous action of one's 


deſiring and endeavouring to find ſome perſon or thing which 


they apprehend to be loſt, or at leaſt, is out of their hand and 
poſſeſſion, Luke ii. 15.—44. and iv. 8. This being the 
proper ule of the word, doth hold fume proportion with 


this duty of ſeekin applied unto higher objects and divine 
Ry may imply and comprehend repentance, 


things; generally 
and all other acts and exerciſes, whereby the Lord of Hoſts 


is ſo:1ght and may be found; and more eſpecially, it is called 
2 ſeeking of his face, 1 Chron. Xvi. 1 l. 


For God is every where in his eſſence and power, as an 
antient hath noted“, Deus manet intra omnia, extra omnia, 


&c. | God abideth within all things, vathout all things, and _ 


he. is above and below all things: He is above all things in 
| his power and dominion, and below all things by his tutten- 
tation; without all things by his greatuels, and within all 
things by his piercing and ſubtile nature. 
But the face and favour of God is not ſo extenſive as his 
reſence, 


To ſeek the Lord, is to uſe all means ; by « hich his 8 


may be obtained, aud his grace exerciſed aud maniteſted to us; 


Greg. 


( 28 ) 


and this ſeeking God is to reſt on him, to believe in him, to 
obey his will, to worſhip and ſerve him, in no otherwiſe 


than himſelf hath appointed; and being angry, to endeavour 
recogciliation, and to implore his help and grace. Others 


ſay, men ſeek the Lord by faith, repentance, an intire and 


| ſerious endeavour and defire of the heart after reconciliation 
and grace with prayers, and an endeavour after righte- 
ouſneſs; and beneficence, by putting off the old man and 

putting on the new. 5 


Nos that which is charged upon Iſrael is, that they did 


not ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, It was their duty fo to ſeek the 


Lord, as hath been ſet forth; but (as I conceive) the pro- 
phet doth not ſpeak of ſuch a ſeeking in this place, but of 2 


leſſer degree of ſeeking than turning unto him; for it is a 


further amplification and apgravation of their fin, (as was 
fore noted). In the reſolution of the words, they were 
ſo far from turning to God, by true repentance and conver. 


ſion, as they did not ſo much as acknowledge and crave par- 
don for their {in ; they did not perceive and take notice of 
the wrath of God againſt them for their ſin, and therefore 


did not cry to him for mercy, as the Lord of Hoſts, by whom 
they were ſmitten, and in whoſe power it was to wound and 
heal, to fave and deſtroy them; which is a great aggrava- 


tion of their ſin, that. they did not at all ſeek to him who was 


the Lord of Hoſts, able to help or hurt whom he would: For 
had he been unable ta hurt or help, or were he ſo far off as 
they might ſeem to he out of his reach, or that he had not at 


all to do with them, it had not been ſo neceſſary that they 


ſhould have ſought him; but he being the Lord of Hoſts, and 


he that ſnote them, and was able utterly to ruin and deſtroy 
them — for them not to turn nor ſo much as ſeck unto him, 
Was an offence of a very high nature. It ſeems to be ſuch 
a kind of aggravation of their fin, as that, Jer. v. 21. 22. 
Nou, for the proof of this doctrine, I ſhall have leſs need 


to ſpend time; becauſe the doctrine is ſo near unto the words, 
at leaſt the ſenſe and ſcope of the text: for they are charged 


with this as an heinous crime, and as the cauſe of anger and 
ſmiting continued, that they did not turn, &c. You. may 


pleaſe to oblerve, that, Jer. ii. 3o. * In vain have I ſmitten 


your children, they received no correction, &, And, chap. 


3 


v. 3. 4- O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the truth? thou 
haſt ſtricken them, but they have not grieved ; thou haſt con- 
ſumed them, bur they have refuſed to receive correction; 
they have made their faces harder than a rock, they have 


refuſed to return. Therefore I ſaid, Surely theſe are poor, 


they are fooliſh : for they know not the way of the Lord, 


nor the judgment of their God.“ In which places, eſpecially 
the latter, they are charged with obſtinacy, in contemniu 


chaſtiſements and corrections; which contempt of theirs did 


| greatly provoke the Lord to wrath againſt them, Iſaiah i. 5. 
t 


ere the prophet doth charge them with obftinacy and im. 
penitency as an high and heinous offence, that neither 


| mercy nor correction would make them better, and many ſuch 
places might be pointed out to this purpoſe. 1 ſhall only add, 

that (Amos iv. 8. and thence to the end of the chapter) they 
are reproved, or rather reproached and vpbraided with this: 


that notwithſtanding they had been viſited with all ſorts of 

judgments, and yet they did not for all that return unto him 

JJ 8 5 
Reason. Now if any aſk, why this ſhould be an offence 


ſo heinous, and ſuch a provocation of wrath not to return, 


being under the rod ?—T he reaſon is wanifelt, and partly 


intimated in the terms of the doctrine, and in what was 


brought for proof; fuch do remain impenitent and obitinate, 
they ſin not of infirmity and weakneſs, but of ſtubbornneſs 


and wilfulneſs, and now they refuſe to receive correction. 


* they have made their faces harder than a rock, they have 


refuſed to return,” Jer. v. 3. Such men are unſruit- 


ful under means, unthankful for mercy, fruitrate God's 
endeavour to do them good, ſhew themſelves mcorrigible, 
and irrecoverable when mercies or judgments will do them 
no good, In Jer. vi. 29, 30. the deſperate condition of ſuch 
an obſtinate people is excellently ſet forth, by comparing ſuch 
ſinners unto Ore, God unto a refiner, and his word un- 


to a furnace; theſe means uſed tu take away the droſs of their 
fin, and not prevailing, he with indignation doth now caſt | 


them away as droſs that is good for nothing. = 
Die 1. Thus having cleared the doctrine, I ſhall come ta 
the uſes, which might be many, but that | muſt haſten unto the 


Jaſt point, which 1 chicfly intend, This doctrine will in the = 


. 


firſt place, (by conſidering the implied cauſe and ground of 
the quarrel between God and a people, rhe cauſe of ſmiting, 


which is falling or turning from him by fin) inform us of the 


moſt malignant and pernicious nature of fin—ir is a ſerpent 
which uſually ſneweth an amiable face, but hideth its venom- 
ous tail, that men may more boldly venture upon it; but what 
ſhows ſoever it maketh to the contrary, we ſhall find it a 


fawning enemy, a ſweet poiſon and a deadly ſerpent : it may 


be ſweet in the mouth, but it will be bitcer in the belly, as 


Job xx. 12, Though wickedneſs be ſweet in the mouth of 


the ſiimer, 1 he hide it under his tongue; though he 
ſpare it, and for ſake it not, but keep it ſtill within his mouth: 
Yer his meat in his bowels is turned, it is the gall of aſps 


within him“ And as the prophet, Jer. ii. 19. It is an 


evil oy and a bitter to for ſake the Lord.“ This Delilah, 
this Abſa 


famine, war, peſtilence, or any other judgment ſeize on the 


Jand, we may thank fin for it, which is the only procuring 


cauſe of it. God ſmote Iſrael for their ſinful forſaking him, 
and he ſmote them that they might return. If this were well 


conſidered, we thould not fo eaſily entertain and embrace this 
| hateful enemy, preſenting itſelf unto us in friendly and de- 
lightful ſhapes; but we look on fin as a tender mother on the 


fruit of her womb ſmiling upon her, and repreſenting no- 
thing but what is delightful unto it; whereas looking upon 
that tender infant through the proſpective of God's word, 
ſhe might ſee a rebel, a rraitor, a ſerpent full of deadly poi- 


ſon, and which may prove a Judas, another Abſalom, if not 
"renewed or reſtrained by grace. Thus fin locked upon 
through the word, although in the ſhape of pleaſure, profit, 


&c. yet it is that which doth canſe the Lord to be angry, and 


in anger to ſmite us with bloody ſtrokes of the deſtroying 


Use. 2. In the next place, this doctrine may further inform 
us of God's mercy in his heavy and grievous judgments. 


God ſmiteth, that they might return unto him :? His aim 
and endeavour is to do Iſrael, or another people good, by 
funting them: he would not come to blows at all, if words 


® 


E. 


om, ſo much affected, beloved and delighted, doth 
provoke God to anger, and draw down puniſhment upon us; 
ſin fets heaven againſt us, keepeth good things from us; if 


1 


would ſerve the turn, or any warning be taken; but if words 
will not, if no warning may ſerve, then the rod muſt open 


the ear, and if it may make us return, it is howſoever from 


the wiſdom and goodneſs of God, that a ſinful people are 


ſmitten; for hereby he applieth an healing hand unto ſuch * as 
would periſh without ſuch means uſed for their good.“ This is 
that which muſt recover them, if they be not incurable; for it 
is the phyſic which his own wiſdom hath found out, and pre- 


ſcribed to us, in recovering ſuch as we have under our hands: 
Prov. xxii. 15. Fooliſnneſs is bound in the heart of a child: 


but the rod of correction ſhall drive it far from him.“ And 


therefore, Prov. xxili. 19. Correction muſt not be with- 


held from the child; for if he be beaten with the rod he ſhall 
not die.” Verſe 14. * Thou ſhalt beat him with the rod 


and ſhalt deliver his. ſoul from hell.“ So that to uſe the rod, 
is to ſhew love and care ſor the child's good; but to ſpare 


the rod, is to hate the ſon; and he that loveth him, chaſten- 
eth him betimes, Proy, xi. 24. God doth exerciſe his Fa- 
therly goodneſs, even in ſmiting, that he may cauſe men to 
turn to him when he is ſmiting them. That cf Hab. i. 12. is 
wiorthy obſervation: “ Art thou not from everlaſting, O 

Lord my God, mine holy one? we ſhall not die: thou halt 


ordained them for judgment, and O mighty God thou haſt | 
eſtabliſhed them for correction. Where he ſheweth, how that 


although God fuffered the enemies of his people to ſpoil them, 


yet he was their God, and kept his covenant with them. By 


noting the manner and end of ſuch a ſmiting, he ſheweth 


that the Lord doth order and diſpoſe them by his Providence, 


and that he had a gracious end in ſuch ſtrokes, nor to kill bur 
to correct them. And finally, there was a meaſure in the 
manner of his ſmiting his people by their enemies, as the 


s * 


word judgment doth imply, they had bounds ſet, which they 


could not paſs. 


Ute z. A third uſe of this doctrine may be to inform us 


concerning the uſe and improvement of this ſmiting. Here. 


by a nation, and ſo a particular perſon, may ſee, whether 
they have made a right. uſe of the ſtrokes of war, or any o- 
ther judgment; It they have cauſed us to turn to him that 


ſmiteth us,” and that we have been brought to learn obedi- 
ence, (as our Lord did) by the things which he ſuffered, 
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Heb. v. 8. and that as David faith of himſelf, Pfat. cxix. 1175 


Before I was afflicted, I went aſtray: but now have l kept 
thy word: — thus if che land can fay, and the inhabitants of 


it, looking unto the cauſe of the controyerſy of God, Hoſea 


tv. 1, 2. The cauſe of the controverſy with Iſrael, is the 


want of truth, mercy, and the knowledge of God. And be- 
caufe by ſwearing and lying, and killing and ſealing, and com- 
mitting adultery, they break out, and blood touc eth blood. 


| There are many other ſins which move God to be angry with 


Iſrael, ſome of which we noted in the context; theſe are, 


for inſtance, now if a man can ſay before thefe wars began, 


I was a liar, but now have I caft off lying and ſpeak the 
truth; I was a,cruel man. but now am full of bowels of 


mercy, and tender affection and humanity; [ was ignorant 


and Atheiſtical, without the fear of God in my heart, but now 


bave 1 gotten ſome knowledge, and fear of God into my ſoul. 


And fo of the reſt: I did uſe profanely to ſwear, made 1 
eonſcience of lying, and other ſins; but now I fear an oath 

ſpeak truth, and am tender of the life, and juſt in the deal. 
ing with the ſtate of my neighbour, &c. Surely this man 


may be ſaid to have profited by this judgment, which is be · 


come a correction unto him for his amendment: and the like 
may be ſaid of a nation. But if it may be aid of ſuch a na- 
tion, or perſon, becauſe they were falſe, unjuſt, and i 1 


rant, before God ſmote the land, and they are ſuch ſti} 
_ they were prophane ſwearers before, and are ſuch till : Liars 


before, and are liars ſtill; and ſo of the reſt. It is ſure ſuch 
a perfon, or nation, hath not made the right and true ufe of 
ſuch ſtrokes, * which ſhould haye cauſed em to turn to him 
that ſmiteth them.“ 

De 4: The laſt uſe we mall wake of this dockrine i ex · 
aminatiom and reprehenſion. Iſrael did not turn to him that 
ſmote them. It is a heinous crime laid to their charge, and 


a very great offence. The uſe therefore of this doctrine, by 
way of reſolution, would be examination of ourſelves; name- 


ly, that every one. ſhonld conſider, and enquire, Whar do 11 
What do we? and am not to be charged juſtly with ſome fuck 
crime, and provoking fin? May it 5 be laid to my charge, 


that I turn not to him that (mitch 2? I fear it may too truly 
be laid to our charge, as it is W on Ifrael, * the 


E 


people turn not to him that ſmiteth them, neither do they 
ſeek the Lord of Hoſts. But as it is ſaid of Iſrael, Hoſea vii. 


10. it may truly be ſaid of England, that the pride of ifs 


rael teſtifieth to his face, and they do not return unto the 


Lord God, nor ſeek him for all this.” That is. not with | 


ſtanding all warnings, menaces, corrections, and ſevere pu- 
niſhment, they are not bettered : they yield neither to 
words nor blows, but hold on their ſinful courſe, continue 
obſtinate, although grievouſly affl:cted and oppreſſed, and 
that their pride doch teſtify to their face, they are evidently 
convinced, of it In this pride they did flight and contemn 
all warnings, which is an argument of intolerable pride in- 


deed. They were admoniſhed, reproved and warned, 
yet did not regard it. I wiſh it were not true of us, who 
have been for many aur > admoniſhed and warged: 


for as feremiah (xxv. 4 aks of the people of his time, 
© The Lord hath ſent — you * his ſervants the prophets, 


riſing early, and fending them; but ye have not hearkened, 


nor inclined your ear to hear.” Them he ſhewerh what their 


meſſage was: They ſaid, Turn ye again now every one 
from his evil way, and from che evil of your doings, and, 
dwell in the land that the Lord hath given unto you, and to 


your fathers for ever and ever, &c.“ Then he ſheweth 


What uſe they made of this admonition, and meſſage, verſe 


7. © Yet ye have not hearkened unto me, faith the Lord, 
Wit ye might provoke me to * with the work of your 
hands, unto your own hurt.“ 

point. 

Thus ae of the ſecond dodtrine, . proceed now unto 
the third and laſt, which | is this: 


- 


* Dodhitie 3. Iſrael ſmitten for his ftns, and not returning 


and ſeeking the Lord of Hotts, moveth God to continue his 


anger, and to ſtretch forth his ſmitiog hand (till, 


' This dofirine 1 chiefly intended, as that which may be 
ſaitable' unto the time, and uſfetul to us all. 1 he worit is, 


I fear I ſhall not have time to ſpeak fo fully unto it: I ſhall 


therefore do as a traveller that is likely to be belated, paſs 


over ſuch things as are not of neceſſity, and me over me 853 


next way unto what I ny intend, - 


: n 


ut of this more in the next 


Dn” 
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The dodrine may be propounded in thesi as well as the 
former; or we may propoſe it in hypothest - it will be uſe- 
ful either way, If you pleaſe, you * take it thus ;— 


When God is angry with Iſrael, or any aut in cove- 
nant, and ſmiteth them with the ſword. of an enemy for their 
ſins, if they do not return and ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, God 
will continue his anger, and ſtretch forth his hand till, 4 

I conceive the doctrine for the ground to be ſo Jaar, and 
for meaning ſo plain, as I need not waſte time Gen we 
ſhall want) in explication or proof. b 

For the ground of it, briefly let this be obſerved, that 
whereas in the former verſe he had avouched God to be angry 
ſtill, and ſtill to ſtretch forth his hand to ſmite, although they 
had been grievouſly ſmitten before, he ſheweth this to be 
the cauſe and juſt ground of the continuance of anger and 
ſiniting; namely, that they do not turn to him that finiteth, 
nor ſeek the Lord of Hoſts. So that this reaſon in its re- 
lation doth hold forth rhe doctrine, that © when God is angry 
with Iſrael or any people in covenant, and ſmiteth them 

with the ſword of an enemy for their ſin, if they return not, 

neither ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, he will continue his anger, 
and ſtretch forth his deſtroying hand ſtil]. 

And for the ſenle, only in general, for I have not time to 
ſpeak of the terms in particular; when the Lord brings the 
{word upon a people to cauſe them to repent and return un- 
to him, if they continue impenitent and obſtinate, not repent- 
ing of their ſin and yielding unto him, the Lord will not ceaſe 
ro be angry, he will not be appeaſed, nor ceaſe to puniſh, 
but will go on and multiply, and make his itrokes more and 
heavier than they were before; for ſo much is implied, when 
he ſaith, His hand is ſtretched forth ſtill :? Parata ad gravi- 
ores Panas infligendas * His hand is ready to inflict more 
heavy and grievous puniſhments. | 
Noa although I might ſpare further proof of the doctrine, 
I ſhall point you to a place or two, and haſte unto the uſe. 
That obitiuacy under punithment and ſmiting doth cauſe an- 
ger to continue, yea and puniſhment to increaſe, is manifeſt 
by that, Levit. xxvi. 17, 18. © And J will fer my face a- 
gainſt FU, and ye ſhall be flaw before your enemies: they 
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that hate you, ſhall reign over you, Kc. Then, verſe 1 8. 
* Ang if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then 
will I puniſh you ſeven times more for your ſins.” Where 


Fou ſee, ſuch as are ſmitten and do not become obedient, ſhall 


tee] the hand of God ſeven times heavier than it was before. 
In the prophecy of Amos, chap. iv. throughout the latter 


part of the chapter from verſe 6. you have a clear proof of * 
this point, eſpecially verſe 12. where (as ſome underſtand 


that place) Therefore thus will I do unto thee, O lſrael ;? 
that is, I ſhall bring the puniſhments before- mentioned, and 


more heavy and prievons, even ruin and dęſtruction; becauſe 


they had been puniſhed with leſſer puniſhments, and would 
not turn unto the Lord, therefore this would he do. 

Reacon 1. But 1 paſs from the proof, and come briefly 
to note the reaſons of the doctrine. why anger and ſmiting 
ſhould be continued and increaſed: Firſt, It is ſtill continued, 


becauſe the cauſe and diſeaſe doth ſtill continue ; there is the 
ſame reaſon of the continuance of phyſic, and 3 to cure the 


body, as there was of entering upem ſuch a courſe, it the diſeaſe 


do ſtill continue; and the ſame reaſon of continuing corroſives 
to a ſore, as to apply them at firſt, if proud or dead fleſn do 


{till continue; the fame reaſon of correcting a ſecond time as 


there was of a former correction, if an oftender continue to 
offend : and this is true, whether the firukes are for polls. 


ment or correction. 


Reason 2. Secondly, Their lin is now more ſinful, and 


therefore deſerveth more anger, and calleth for greater pu- 
niſnment:— For, firſt, they improve not the means uſed tor 
their gbod, but abuſe the means, and take the name of God 


in vans 


Secondly, They add contumacy to their ſin, and owe 
themſelves to be obſtinate, ſo as their fin is another ſin in the 
nature of it, although the ſame in the matter: for now they 
refuſe to receive correction, and make their faces harder 
than a rock, and refuſe to return,” (Jer. v. 3.) as was before 
noted out of the pol. 

Thirdly, They ſhew their love unto their Ge and delight 


in it to be greater “: for in evil works proceeding from the 


lame habit, the latter are worſe than the former; Jus reite- 


* In operationibus malis ab codem habitu posteriores sunt 
pejores prioribus. . Tostat. 
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ration doth argue delight in offending, which therefore doth 
deſerve greater puniſhment. 1 | | 
. Fourthly, This continuance in fin under ſmiting is a ſign of 
obſtinate malice and wickedneſs : for ſuch men being thus pu- 
niſhed and donor repent, do apertum bellum cum Deo agere, 

wage open war with God. | TIER i he * Ih 
Reason 3. Thirdly, I might add another reaſon, drawn 
from the ed of ſmiting, which is various, according to the 
con ſition of the perſon {mitten. If the man be wicked, and a 
veſſel of wrath, the Lord doth ſmite to gloriſy his juſtice, in 
taking vengeance gf his ſin, and ſo he proportioneth puniſh- 
ment unto the nature of the ſin, as Pal. Iviii. 10, 11 * God 
will overcome when he judgeth,* Rom. iii. 4 If he be a 
veſſel of mercy, and one that the Lord loveth, he will ſmite 
him till, he make him ſmart ; if he do not attend his pleaſure, 
and turn from ſin with leſſer ſtrokes, the Lord is forced to 
make them greater, till he bring down their proud heart, and 
make them to yield, as Pſal. cvii. 11. 12. they do rebel a- 
gainſt the words of the Lord, and contemn the counſels of the 
Moſt High, therefore he bringeth down their heart with la- 
bour, they fall down and there is none to help. The Lord vill. 
| break the pride of their power, as he threateneth, Levit xxvi. 
19 If the judgment ſhould be removed while the ſin is not 
Jett, it were judgment and wrath, not mercy and grace; and 
ſo much for the reaſons and fitting the doctrine for uſe, I come 
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now to the application. 


De i This doctrine thus cleared, the uſes might be many, 
and would require much more time than we have for their full 
praſecution; but we ſhall contract ourſelves, and apply to the 
point, firſt, for Inſtruction; ſecondly, for Convittion; thirdly, 
tor Humiliation ; and finally, for Exhortation and Direction. 
And firſt, for Inſtruction and Information: This doctrine 
- will ſerve to inform us what the true and main cauſe is that our 
hopes are delayed, our expectations not anſwered, endeavours 

diſappointed, deſigns defeated, and proceedings which might. 


halten our peace, and happy public-weal, ſo much retarded, : 


You may find many inferior and leſſer cauſes, and give divers 
politic reaſons ; but the great and chief cauſe is, in truth, that 
in the text, the obſtinacy and impenitency of the nation :— 
This, I ſay, this is the cauſe why our expectations are not an- 
| {wered, why our hopes are blaſted, our long deſired peace is 


E 


deferred, and the ſmiting hand of God ſtretched out till, 
his anger continued and not turned away. * The people turn 
not unto him that Imiteth them, neither do they ſeek the Lord 
of Hoſts.“ Here it ſticks, and this is the obſtruction, the true 
cauſe of all our miſery, the very reaſon why we obtain not 
our long expected mercies. We hoped for an happy peace, 
the paths whereof drop fatneſs. and that crowneth the year 
with her goodneſs; we promiſed ourſelves that the day would 
have come before this time, in which we might have ſeen that 
verified in Pſal. Ixxxv. 10. Mercy and truth are met to- 
gether, righteouſneſs and peace have kiſſed each other.“ Al- 
though it muſt be confeſſed, that theſe expectations did bot- 
tom themſelves upon preropative rather than upon an ordi- 
nary way of God's proceeding with a ſinful and unthankful 
people; and yet our u atchmen and ſeers thought verily they 
heard that voice of Chriſt ſounding in their ears, of which 
the Church makes report in theſe words, My beloved ſpake 
aud ſaid unto me, Riſe up, my love, my fair one, and come a- 
way : For lo the winter is paſt, the rain is over and gone. 
The flowers appear on the earth, the time of the ſinging of birds 
is come, and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land, &c. 
Cant. x. 11, 12. They thought they ſaw all good things 
| flowing in upon us, or at leaſt coming towards us. 

But ſince that we were put into ſuch hopes, we have had 
mauy fears, great and ſore troubles have been brought upon 
the land; and it may complain, as the Church, I hou haſt 
ſore broken us in the 1 of dragons, and cov ered us with the 
ſhadow of death, Pſal. Ixxi 20.—xliv. 19. And ſtill may we 
complain of the diſappointment of our hopes, as they in the 
prophet, We looked for peace, but behold no good came: 
and for a time of health, but behold trouble.” Jer viii. 15. 
And as it followeth, verſe 20. * The harveſt is paſt, the 
ſummer is ended, and we are not ſaved :? no, although we 
have faſted, aud pray ed for peace, and earneſtly beſought the 
God of peace to grant it; and that our diſtractions might be 
compoſed, that our breaches might be made up, our ruins 

| repaired, and religion ſettled ; that the Lord would be recon- 
ciled to the nation, and prince, and people one unto another ; 

. and do continue to hold up our hands and lift up our hearts 
to the throne of grace, for thele things, ſummer after ſum- 
mer, and year after year, Theſe our ſhouts have not been 
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{as the prayers of God's people commonly are) as the bow of 
Jonathan, which turned not back, and the ſword of Saul, that 
returned not empty, 2 Sam. i. 27, We have not ſeen theſe 
our prayers return as the dove did into the ark with an olive 
branch of a gracious anſwer in theſe things. I grant (which 
to deny or not to acknowledge unto the glory of God, were 
ſinful ingratitude) they have had many pracious anſwers and 
grants of ſuch things as we could not have been without, to 
have preſerved us from deſolariou and ruin; but in the things 
before-named, they have not yet been anſwered. It hath. 
been with us in what we have obtained, as with Iſrael in the 
wilderneſs: in the blackeſt night we have had a pillar of fire, 
and in the brighteſt day a pillar of a cloud. Piety and proſ- 
perity, and religion and peace, are not yet met to make us 
happy. Now, why is it thus? and what is the reaſon?— 
Where is the obſtruction? Is not God as able as ever? his 
hand as long as ever? —ſurely it is. But conſider the doc- 
trine, and (2 Sam. Xxi. 1.) it will be as the Oracle in the 
three years famine, year by year, as it certified David, there 
was cauſe of that famine: So this doctrine will affure us, there 
is a cauſe of this continuance of anger and ſmiting. And it is 
as 2 Chron. xx. 33. As yet the people had not prepared 
their hearts unto the God of their fathers ;* fo that the high 
places were not taken away—they did not convert and re- 
rurn—they would not reform their ways :—as in the text, 
They turn not to him that ſmiteth them, neither do they 
ſeek the Lord of Hotts.* It is not becauſe God is not the God 
that heareth prayers, or that he caunot ſave, or not willing to- 
afford us mercy : this is not the cauſe why the hand of mercy 
is pulled in, aud the hand of his wrath is ſtretched out, but be- 
cauſe people are impenitent, and turn not. T his, this is the 
true cauſe of all our miſery, and why we want many a mer- 
Cy : we make no uſe of wrath and ſmiting. And this is that 
which no doubt hath made the Lord even to repent of the 
good he intended toward us, as you have it Jer. xvill. 9, 10. 
* At what inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning a nation, and con- 
cerning a kingdom to build and to plant it: If it do evil in 
my ſight, that it obey not my voice, then will I repent of the 
good, Wherewith I ſaid I would benefit them.” Let this then 
be the firſt uſe; and let it open our eyes to ſee the toe cauſe 
af our ſorrow, and ſay with the Church, Lam, v. The 
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crown is fallen from our head: woe unto us that we have fin- 
ned.“ For this our heart is faint: for theſe things our eyes 
are dim. Iſrael had ſinned, and continued in ſin; and Eng- 
land hath ſinned, and doth continue in ſin under ſmiting. 
No marvel therefore, though we pray againſt war and puniſh- 
ment, and our miſeries ſtill continue: for although God bear- 
eth prayers, and is able to help, and loveth to be ſought and ſued 
unto; yet he ſeemeth to hold the prayers of lus beſt ſervants 
unſeaſonable, till ſin be removed, Joſh. vii. ro. © Get thee up. 
wherefore lieſt thou thus upon thy face, Iſrael hath ſinned, &c.“ 
Die 2. Secondly, This doctrine will ſerve for ground of 
conviction, and to make good and drive home a former ule 
of the fecond doctrine, in which we noted, that upon due ex- 
amination it would be found that England was guilty of that 
heinous crime charged on Iſrael; which was impenitency, and 
obſtinacy under ſmiting. They did not turn. This was a 
{heavy charge, and no eaſy'and ordinary chiding of Iſrael ; 
when it was ſaid of them, that they were ſo obſtinate as words, 
| rods, nor ſwords, would work upon them: For what can be 
ſpoken or thought more grievous. It is a great offence and ſin 
if men obey not ſo ſoon as they hear a duty propounded, but 
more grievous if reproofs and chidings will not affect them; bur 
graviss imum adversus plagas ipsas durescere, vel potius 
calcitare, moſt grievous to grow harder when they are ſmit- 
ten, or rather as it were to ſpurn againſt them, and by thar 
means further to incenſe the anger, and mereaſe the indig- 
nation of the Judge, as Calvin obſerveth on the text. Now 
the continuance of the anger of God and {tretching forth his 
hand till, did evince the obitinacy and 1mpenitency of Iſrael 
there; and doth in like manner prove any other people in co- 
venant with him, if having been ſmitten, the anger of God 
continue, and his ſmiting haud be ſtretched forth (till, that | 
they turn not, but are impenitent: for as God's {miting a 1 
People is a proof of their ſinning, fo his continuing to ſmite 18 
a proof of their continuance in or not turning from their ſin. 
Puniſhment follows fin as the ſhadow follows the body, and 
as the plaiſter the fore. Take away the body and the ſlia- 
dow doth ceaſe; when the fore is healed the plaiſter is no 
longer uſed : ſo when the ſin is left, and the land turned to 
him that ſmiteth them, the rod is laid afide, the hand is drawn 
in, and no longer ſtretched out to ſtrike, When God con- 
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tinueth the puniſhment and ſews himſelf angry'ſtil, it proveth 
Iſrael, England, or any other people ſmitten for their ſin, 
that they might return and ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, not to 
have returned and ſought him: So that here again, England 
and Iſrael are fo like, as England is the worſe. For Iſrael, 
a people very near and dear to God, ſo abuſed the —— 
of God, as he became angry with them, and ſmote then 
with the ſword of an enemy ; yea. raiſed up civil war among 


them, Iſaiah vii- g,—2:. Juſt fo it is with England: only 
with this difference, England hath had more abundauee of 
grace in the goſpel, which hath brought forth more abun- 


dance of ſin in their abuſe of it. 
Secondly, Iſrael being ſmitten, did not turn to ſeek the 


Lord. Juſt ſo it is with England at this ay; ; being ſmit- 


ten, it doth not return. 
T hirdly, Iſrael is harged with obſlinsey and impeniteney as 
an heinous crime and provoking ſin: They refuſed to return; 


yea, are ſo far from it as they did not ſeek the Lord of f Hoſts. 


And oh that this might be juſtly denied of England ! Put it is 


true, (as we noted before) our people ſeem to have winger 


their faces as a rock, and they refuſe to return, Jer. v. 
And although God fer watchmien over England, leg. 


« Hearken to the ſound of the trumpet: yet they ſaid, We 


will not hearken.” ler. vi. 17. 


Fourthly, And finally, againſt Iſrael ehes uten che Lord 


did continue his anger, &c. and juſt thus it is with Eng- 
Land: the anger of the Lord is not turned, but his hand 


ftretched out ſtill. For of us (as of chem) it may be ſaid, 


the people turn not, &c. Thus England is not fo like Iſrael 
in name—nothing near as in ſtate of ſm arid miſery. 

_ Objection, But ſome may ſay, for all this it is better with 
Eng land than with Ifrael; for we do feek the Lord of Hoſts 
4 and humble our ſouls before him in our monthly falts, 
_ confeſs our ſins, and ſeek mercy at his hands. 


Anrwer. 1 anfwer, I ſhould be glad to be miſtaken ; but 


(as Jeremiah ſpeaks of himſelf) ſo may the Miniſters of God 
ſay of the generality of our people with grief, we hearkened 


and heard, but they ſpake not right: 8 man repented him 


f tis wickedneſs, ſaying, What have I done? every one 
turned to his courts: as the horſe ruſheth into the battle, 
Jer. viii. 6, And who but he that is wilfully blind doth not 
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uns which uſaally ſew themſelves openly. as pride drunbeb. 


nels, not only in men, but in women alfo-—an odious thing . 
that makes them (as the ſon of Sirach notes) that the, cover 


not their 'own ſname: ſcripture good enough (although A 


pocrypha) for ſuch a purvoſe Oaths and blaſphe vie: 2s 
common and fearful a* ever before our ſmiting.— The like 


them a ad report. of wrath. As he that writes of ſtrange 


gralsoppers that did cepopulate England, which had xrit- 
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ten upon the one wing in black letters, ira, and upon the 
other, Dei! How truly he reports that, I ſtand not to a- 
vouch ; but theſe judgments have ira Dei, wrath, and wrath 
of God, as it were, written upon their wings, and ſuch a 
wrath as will depopulate and ruin the land, if the wrath be 
not appeaſed and theſe judgments removed; for theſe divi- 
ſions are fatal to this iſland, and will be its infallible ruin. 
England being as a great and ſtrong body that will not die, 
_ unleſs it kill itſelf. Bo Lord himſelf hath ſaid, © A kingdom 
divided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand.“ And as the land was dark- 
ened when Ephraim was againſt Manaſſeh, and Manaſſeh a- 
gainſt Ephraim, Iſaiah vii. 9, 10. ſo is our land under this 
Find of ſmiting, in which the Lord doth chaſtiſe us with ſcor- 
pions and not with whips, with deſtroying. ſwords, and not 
with chaſtiſing rods, . 
Thirdly, But (for further conviction, and nearer applica- 
tion ef this uſe) it is granted that we do keep days of humi- 
liation, and we ſeek the Lord, &c. And admit Iſrael did not 
ſo much, although there were (no doubt) among them that 
did, unto whom (as the moſt Expoſitors think) the former 
cordials were ſent. Howſoever this is not enough to take off 
this charge. For under ſuch ſmiting as is now upon us, hy- 
pocritical Iſrael might ſeek unto the Lord for help, as Pſal. 
Ixxviii. 34. where it is ſaid of them, that © when he ſlew them, 
then they ſought him: and they returned, and inquired early 
after God,'—Verſe 35. And they remembered that God 
was their rock, and the high God their Redeemer.'—Verſe 
36. Nevertheleſs they did flatter him with their mouth, 
and they lied unto him with their tongues.”——Verſe 37, 
For their heart was not right with him: neither were they 
ſtedfaſt in his covenant.“ There is much deceit in ſuch con- 
ſtrained turning and ſeeking God. The faithful Miniſters 
of God, who have occaſion to viſit many on their fick-beds, 
and when the hand of God is heavy upon them, find by ſad 
experience, how men will at ſuch times flatter with their 
lips, when their heart is not right; they will ſigh, groan, 
and ſometimes weep abundantly, in the confeſſion of their 
fins, and promiſe amendment, if God will pleaſe to ſpare” 
them; but hardly one of ten (I had almoſt ſaid of twenty, 
it may be, an hundred) that remaineth ſtedfaſt in theſe reſo- 
lutions, if they do recover: For this turning and ſeeking God 
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as not free, but rather forced by the whip and ſmart. He 


that is made good by conſtraint, by neceſſity, he is never good; 
{as you ſhall ſee) for being looſed from that conſtraint, he 
doth return again unto his own diſpoſition : and the reaſon 
is manifeſt ; his affection is not changed, only his action con- 
ſtrainedly intermitted. But the bulk and body of the people 


of this land come far ſhort of this, and ſeem rather to come 


home to Iſrael, who did not ſo much as ſeek the Lord of Hoſts, 


Kc. — They obſerve not theſe days of humiliation unto this 
end; at leaſt, this is certain, they turn not to him that ſmit- 
eth them, And the better to clear this, 1 pray note the man- 


ner of ſpeaking here. It is ſaid they returned not—they did 


not return unto him, i. e. they did not repent; and altho' 


they ſeemed to turn from their trade and wicked way, yet 


ug ue ad Deum uon redierunt, that is, they did not turn 


truly, ſeriouſly, fully, conſtantly and cloſely, or wholly and 


altogether. They came not fully home; but did, as it were, 


ſtand ſtill in the way, and were but hypocrites feigning repent- 
ance, and perſevering in their impiety, as they, Pſal. Ixxviii, 
36. and Iſaiah xxix. 13. Men may bring ſhadows of turn- 
ing, ceremonies of repentance, and think, with them, to flat- 
ter away the rod from their backs, and continue {til} as ſinful 


* 


as ever. Men may, and often times do turn; yet not to 


him that ſmiteth them.“ As for inſtance, | 

Firat, Some turn, but do not return, (as Auguſtine hath ' 
noted *.) A man is ſaid to be turned, who prieveth for the 
offence, or crime ; but he is returned, who doth bewail the 


_ vanity of his mind. He is turned from fin who will part 
v ith it: He is returned, who is wholly and altogether turned; 


who doth not only not fear puniſhment, but doth diligently to 


make haſte to obſerve the } gory of God. Men may ſeem to 
turn from all their ſins, and yet not turn ſo far as unto the Lord. 


Secondly, Some turn not unto the Lord, nor yet from all 


their ſins; they til] keep ſome Delilah, as Terod, They 
may as Saul, flay the lean and keep the fat, at leaft keep A- 


gag alive, or ſome ſpecial ſin. * Now theſe turn not to him 
that ſmiteth; for converſion muſt be from all ſin. 


Versum quidem puto, qui dolet de crimine, conversum, 
qui dolet de animi ni vatate. Vertitur qui jam vult de- 
mittere peccatum, convertitur qui jam totus & omnino verti- 
tur, qui jam non tantum pœnas non timere, sed ad bonum de 
mini contendere festinat. De vera & falsa pœnitent. 
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— Thirdly, Some come {horr of both the f. armer; * for hes 
furn not to him that tmnteth,? although it .annot be denied 


41 . 


but that ſuch an one, dotli turn; yet it is eicher from God to 


ſiu, or from one ſin unto another. And thee in their prac- 
tice, contradict x hat duty calleth for in returning; and truly 


(as bath been oblerved) we have many examples of ſuch 


Lurnings : our times are turning times, hardly any in which 


there hath been more turning than now; for men are like 
weathercocks, turning about with every wind of doctrine. 


Svine turu P. piſts ome Arminians—fome Socinians - fome 


Anabaptiſts— ſome Antinomians—iome looſe Libertines 


lone Epicur:s—ſome Malignants— and ſome as the dog to 
his vomit, and ſow to the wallowing in the mire. Some 
who jeemed to Have left Egypt and forſaken Babylon (as 


many. qid with iſrael) and to have led the way in a glorious 
profeſſion, yet have looked. back, and with Demas, embraced 


this preſent world. 

| bourthly, You may go 4 * find men yer worſe, 
and farther off from turning; for there is a generation of 
men, that in practice and open profeſſion, in converſation 


and reſolution, that neither fay nor do, return not to God, 


but reſolve as they, Jer xliv, 15, 16. © They will not do what 
the Lord calleth for but v hatſoever thing goeth out of their 
own mouth, & They in the very height of rebellion, take 
up arms of boltile oppoſition againſt that unto which this ſmit- 
ing doth ſummon them; and how fearful the condition of 
tuch 1ncorrigible rebels is, you may hear from many ir; 
zures, ſuch as Prov. xxix. 1. 1 Sam. li. 25. 


Fifthly, and finally, There is yet an higher degree of a. 


verſion from this duty iu another rank of men, who are ſo 
far from returning theinſelves, as they labour by all means 
of evil counſel, corrupt example and encouragement, to a- 


bec others in their ſinful courſe, and to with-hoid ſuch as they 
perceive to be bent or inclinable to return, Men fo vile as 
they, make it their work to draw as many as they may from 
this duty. There are, and not a few. ſuch maſters, parents, 
neighbours, kindred, acquaintance, and pretended friends a- 
mol. g us. I would there were none, or but a very few ſuch 
of our own tribe, Miniſters, guilty of an cttence ſo hei. 


nous in any, and moſt odious in them unto ſuch I ſhonld com- 


mend the conſideration of that of che propher, Jer. XXlll. 14. 


. 


„ have ſeen alſo in the prophets of Jeruſalem an horrible 
thing, they commit adultery, and walk in lies they ſtrength- 
en alſo the hands of evil doers, that none doth return 
from his wickedneſs, &c.* If yau ſhall conſider how many 
there are that will be found faulty, and. guilty in the premiſes, 
it will be more than manifeſt, that whattoever may be done 
by a ſmall remnant, the hody of our people © turn not vnto 
him that ſmiteth them, nor do they 1eck the Lord of Hoſts.” 

And ſo much for the uſe of information, and conviction ; 


in which J have been the more large, to make way unto the 


practical uſes of this doctrine. _ © | 
Use 3- The third uſe of the point is humiliation, unto 
Which we ſhall add another of exhortation, and ſo conclude. 

This doctrine conſidered with the former uſes may be juſt 
oround of humiliation and mourning, a duty ſuitable to the 
> and agreeable to the times in which we live. J he day 


is a day of mourning and faſting, the times we are caſt up- 


on are ſinful, ſad, and ſorrowful times, ſuch as may make us 


mourn with a great and very fore lamentation; and with the 
propher, to eat aſhes like bread, and mingle our drink with 


wecping, Pſal. x. 2. Yea, tears may be our meat da 
and night, for joy ſeemeth to be clean withered from the ſons 
of men, Pal. xl. 3. Joel 1. 12. If the cauſes we have to 
mourn were well obſerved and conſidered, they might make 
us bluſh and bleed; cauſing, if it were poſſible, rivers of tears 
to rrickle down our eyes. The cauſes are many. I ſhall 


preſeut you with ſome few; yet ſuch as if we have either 


the grace of Chriſtians, or the nature of men, wil} move us 
to mourning. Who can think upon the deſolation of Ger- 
many, without lamentation? Or if we could not ſee fo far, 
caſt an eye upon Ireland nearer hand, and ſee it wallowing in 
its own blood, and bleeding itſelf to death, unleſs help come 


| ſrom heaven to prevent it. What child can ſee his father 


ſmiting and breaking the bones of his brethren, and not weep? 
But if the deſolations of Germany and miſeries of Ireland will 
not affect us, let us at the leaſt, behold our own calamity with 
tears. England is ſmitten with ſuch a ſtroke as may move all 


to mourn over her that bear any true love unto her : ſhe is 
under one of God's ſore judgments mentioned Ezek. xiv. 21, + 
Yea, the very ſoreſt of thoſe fore judgments, the ſword in 
the hand of men, an heavier judgmeut than in the hand of 
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a deſtroying angel; and as war is worſe than peſtilence, ſo 


is civil war the worſt war of all other, in which, with every 
{troke, the kingdom doth hurt and endeavour to deſtroy it- 
ſelf, which is a ſad ſpeCtacle for ſtrangers to behold. If any 
of us at any time, ſee a poor man in an epilepſy or fit of the 


Falling. ſickneſs, he beating himſelf againſt the ground, biring 


his own tongue, and beſtowing all his ſtrength to raiſe him- 
{elf up, that he might with greater violence caſt himſelf down 
again, to the wounding and breaking of himſelf, beating the 
breath out of his body, as it may fall out: Such a man may 
not only bruiſe his fleſh, or break his bones, but deſtroy him- 
ſelf. Could we in this caſe, do leſs than lament this man's 
condition, although a mere ſtranger? Or if we ſhould ſee any 


man fo bereaved of ſenſe, or deſperately bent by delirium, or 
any other cauſe, as he ſhould wound, ſtab, and by all means 


endeavour to deſtroy himſelf, one hand wounding the other, 
or both of them ſtabbing him in his own bowels, and at laſt 


(if not hindered) in the head, or very heart: who, unleſs 


without all bowels,-byt muſt needs be affected much with the 


rondition of ſuch a man. Our kingdom is at this time in the 
condition of a man in an epilepſy, and doth beat, bruiſe, and 


by all the ſtrength it hath endeavour to undo and deſtroy it- 


ſelf: it is ſo deliriant by the juſt judgment of God, as it doth 
ſtudy its own ruin; one hand wounding the other, and both 
ſtabbing it in the bowels, and at the very heart, unleſs the 


Lord ſhall graciouſly prevent it. Now if there be cauſe of 
forrow to ſee one man, and a ſtranger, in ſuch a condition— | 
with what mournitg ſhould we look upon ſuch a flouriſhing 


kingdom in ſuch a condition? Who can think of ſo many men 
Joting their lives, and not knowing what becometh of their 


immortal ſouls, (many of them, as it is to be feared, being 


unfit to die) but muſt needs mourn? Yet this is not all the 
_ cauſe of humiliation and mourning, if we look up higher from 


earth to heaven, from men to God, we ſhall fee further and 
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upon it. God hath ſhewed his love towards Englandin former 
times more than towards any nation, putting it as it were in 
his boſom; and yet he is now wroth with it, and his hand 
_ ſtretched forth Mill to ſtrike, as if he meant to deſtroy it, and 
all for the tranſgreſſions of t. * Do ye thus requite the 
Lord, O fooliſh people, and unwife? Is not he thy Father 
that hath bought thee? Hath he not made thee, and eſta- 
bliſhed thee ?? Deut. xxxii. 6. 

Neither are theſe all the cauſes we have of humiliation and 
mourning ; there is this alſo, That after dur provocation of 
God, and under his diſpleaſure and theſe deſtroying ſtrokes, 
the people turn not to him that ſmiteth, &c.“ That which 
the prophet here complaineth of, although the Lord have 
thus ſmitten us, and doth continue to declare himſelf greatly 
diſpleaſed with us; yet we continue in ſin, and provoke him 
to provide heavier ſtrokes for us. The day of battle and 
time of affliction is the furnace that ſheweth what metal we 
are, whether gold or droſs; and being drofs, we may fear 
to be utterly forſaken, Jer. vi. 

Finally, There is yet another cauſe, and in ſome reſpects 
greater than the former; and this is a cauſe why we ſhould 
mourn, becauſe the kingdom doth not mourn. We have 
cauſe of deep humiliation ; for that the humiliations of the 
kingdom are ſo ſlight and ſhallow in the very days deſtined to 
humiliation and mourning. When we faſt, it is rarely ſeen 
or heard that we either weep or ſigh. If we mourn, it is 
with dry eyes, and it is to be feared, with hard hearts; and 
herein our times ſeem more hard than any, Iſrael, and this 
People of the Jews, had many grievous ſins, (as you have 
heard) in which we are as bad as they; but in this we ſeem 
to be much worſe. If you look throughout the ſcripture, 
and in all ages of that church, you ſhall perceive them to be of 
a ſofter temper, When the Lord ſent an angel to tell them 
that he would not drive out the inhabitants of the land, 
Judges ii. 4. © The people (hearing this) lift up their voice 
and wept. When the Miniſters of God told our people ſome 
years paſt of this judgment we now ſuffer, ſome of our people 
have been ready to laugh, and very many of them heard it as 
a fable, or that which needed not to be feared, or at all re- 
garded. They, when they heard of judgment coming on 
_ the land, or being in danger, could mourn, as 2 Sam. xv. 23. 
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David and his men being in danger, the ſtory ſaith, that all 
the country wept with a loud voice; and Jotiah, hearing 
What was threatened, namely, that they ſhould become a de- 


ſolation, &c, his heart was tender, and he humbled himſelf 
before the Lord and wept, 2 Kings xxit. 19. We, when we 


ſee theſe judgments that make way for deſolation on others, 


and ourſelves, yet we ſhed no tears. When the plague 
broke in upon the Congregation, Numb. xxv. 6. it is ſaid 
the people were weeping ; but now both peſtilence and ſword 
are on the land, and rage in all quarters of it: yet where 
be the tears of the Congregation? Eſau could weep for the 
loſs of his birth-right ; but in our times men mourn not for 
the loſs of birth-right, or bleſſing, no not for. the provo- 


cation of wrath and judgment: yea, ſuch men among us can 
take on for ſome outward loſs or hurt, and weep at the un- 


kindneſs of a friend, yet ſhed no tears in all theſe miſeries. 


That exhortation of St. James, iv 9. is very ſeaſonable ;— 


py 


© Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep : let your laughter be 


turned to mourning, and your joy to heavineſs.* In chap. 


v. of that Epiſtle, he exhorts rich men to weep and howl for 


the miſeries that ſhall come upon them. Miſeries are come 
upon us, and we are come to humble ourſelves and mourn 
before the Lord for them, and our ſins the cauſe of theſe ca- 

lamities. It is reported of the Jews, not on their days of 


mourning, but of the greateſt rejoicing, in their marriage 
_ feaſts, that they broke a glaſs with wine. in remembrance of 


Jeruſalem, and ſay, when they throw it down, thus was Je. 


ruſalem broken, and then what they ſpill in wine they fill up 
with tears. If they, in the times of their feaſting, weep in re- 
membrance of [eruſalem deſtroyed ſo long before, hat ſhould 


wie do in the days of our ſolemn faſts, for England, now a break. 


ing? and ready to be ruined with ſmiting? eſpecially ſeeing 


we ſtand here before the Lord to mourn for our ſins, and 


the {ins of the land, which are the cauſe of theſe our ſtripes? 

And truly if they, when they heard that God would not 
drive out the inhabitants of the land, but leave them as 

thorns in their ſides, did lift up their voice and weep, Judg. 
ji. 3.— 5. ſo that the place was thought worthy to be named 
Bouchim-weepers. Now that God is about to deſtroy and 
drive out the inhabitants of the land, ſhould we not ſo weep, 


as the place of our tears may be made a Bochim ! Sure I am,, 
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we may weep much, cry long and loud before the ery of 
our prayers ſhould outcry our crying ſins. And as this duty 
belongeth to us all in general, ſo eſpecially unto ſuch as are 


over the reſt, whether of Judea or Levi, (Joel i, 14. and 


chap. ii. 16, 17.) the rulers and teachers of the people, who 
at ſuch times as theſe are, ought to be chief in this duty; 
and are to mourn not only for their own ſins, but (as it were) 
to bear the iniquity of the kingdom, which no doubt would 
be very acceptable in them, and in time give them occaſion, 
with David, to ſay, I thank thee, O Lord, chat thou haſt 
heard the voice of my weeping.” And for the Miniſters,” a- 
bove all others, they ſeeing how hardly the people are 
brought either to turn from, or mourn for their ſins, after 
theſe warnings and ſmitings, have reaſon to reſolve, with Je- 
remiah, chap xiii. 17. If ye will not hear it, my ſoul ſhall 
weep in ſecret places for your pride, &.” Could they, 
with the ſame prophet, (chap. ix i.) weep day and night for 
the fin and lain of his people; (and as the prophet Ezekiel is 
commanded to ſigh bitterly, and unto the breaking of his loins 
it could not be altogether without cauſe, conſidering the ſin- 
fuß and ſad miſerable condition of theſe kingdoms ; and yet, 
alas! the people are as far from mourning as they are from 
returning to him that ſmote them. It is true of many a- 
mong us, which Elihu obſerveth, Job xxxvi. 12, 13, If 
they obey not, they ſhall periſh by the ſword, and they ſnall 
die without knowledge. Vet the hypocrites in heart heap up 
wrath: they cry not when he bindeth them.“ Such as do 


ſometimes make fair ſhows, being ſtill inwardly impure and 


corrupt, do not humble themſelves under the correcting hand 
of God; nor repenting of their ſin, do increaſe and incenſe 
the wrath of God more againſt them, ſo far are they from be- 
ing bettered by affliction, as by their obſtinacy they do yet 
more provoke the anger of God apainſt|/them. They cry not 
to God ſo as they might obtam pardon, grace and help; 

but content themſelves with ſome formalities and outward 
ſhows. Auſtin maketh mention of a fort of fooliſh women, 
who did uſe to dreſs themſelves fine, and went to the Capi- 
tol and ſat there all day long, and thought Jupiter was in love 
with them; there are many among us, that (I fear) come 
hardly ſo far as unto the dreſs and outward formality ot this 
duty, in the days of our humiliation, and yet think God is well 
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pleaſed with their ſervice, who yet keep themſelves cloſe un- 
to their fins _ jos HEE 10 18 7 x) 
Use 4. In the laſt place, I rhe anger of the Lord be not 
turned away, &c. because the people ſarn not to him that 


 Tmiteth them: It will ſerve for exhorftion and direction. 


Let this move us (as ever we deſire the wrath of an anpgr 
God ſhould be appeaſed, the bloody ſtrokes of the deſtroying 


ſword ſhould be ftayed, and the deadly wounds of a bleeding 


kingdom thould be cured) to turn to him that 5miteth us, 
and ſet ourfelves to geek tbe Lord of Host. his is the 

reſult of all, and the principal uſe of the text and doctrine. 
Impeniteney under wrath and ſmiting cauſeth their continu- 
ance. I hat they may ceaſe, let us ceaſe to fin and to go on 
in ſin. The phyſician, that he may recover his patient of a 
dangerous diſtemper, doth firſt find out, and then endeavour 
to remove the cauſe, which is the direct way (according. to 
the rule of his art) unto the recovery of his patient. 8 5 
ſtate is in a ſick, dangerous, and deadly diſtemper, and this 

doctrine ſheweth the caufes. All that wiſh well unto it, that 


deſire ta do any thing for the recovery of it, muſt ſhew them. 


ſelves phyſicians of value, by removing the caufes, and ſo 


_ procuring the health and happinefs of it. Tou underſtand 


why the anger of God is not turned away, why hit humd 
is Stretched out Still. Ohl therefore, that we might all 
remove the cauſe, to the utmoſt of our ability, that if it be 
poſſible the effect may ceaſe. . This is the way that God 
himſelf doth preſcribe in many places. I wilt name but one, 
and it is that in the prophet Zechariah, 1. 2, 3, 4. The Lord 


hath been ſore diſpleaſed with your fathers. Therefore ſay 


unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, turn ye unto me, 
faith the Lord of Hoſts. And I will turn unto you ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, Be ye not as your fathers, unto whom the 
former prophets cried, faying; Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
turn ye now from your evil ways, and from your evil doings: 
but they did not hear, nor hearken unto me, ſaith the Lord.“ 

| Now becauſe this is a duty of great importance, and that 
wherein the aims of all that are well affected to church and 


ſtate, muſt meet, and that whereunto their endeavours ſhould 


tend, I ſhall propoſe a few conſiderations to preſs: this uſe, 
generally upoir all, and then more particularly recommend it 
unto ſome whom it doth more ſpecially concern. I have not 


. 


time to inlarge myſelf, and to urge both the branches of the 
uſe; the chief is, N to bim that een en, other 
is included in . 

There are a nie of 3 which might b be brought 
to preſs the duty upon our people, and to move our ue 
and us all to turn. I name only theſee. 

Firſt, The authority and 5 of him, unto whom you 
are exhorted to turn, or of him by whom you are ſummon- 
ed, and that is the Lord of Hosts, You are called upon to 
repent and convert, not by man, but by God: not ſuch a 
God as you ean either ſhun or reſiſt ; for he is the Lord of 
Hosts-ſtiled the Lord of. Hoſts in \ the text; and in that 
palace of Zechariah, which was mentioned before, he is thrice 

in one verſe, called the Lord of Hosts: Which fearful title 
might ſtrike terror unto ſuch as ſhould be found guilty of diſ. 
obedience i in this duty, and ſtill refuſe to return. y 
Secondly; There is a — deal of equity in this duty ; for | 
by ſin we haye 44 — , which is the cauſe of 0 
anger, and all our miſery. | | t is theręſore 2 
we return unto him, as our N (Iſaiah xxxi 6.) doch 


urge this duty in theſe words, Turn ye unto him from whom = 


the children of Iſrael have deeply revolted. And the equit7 
of this duty, and the iniquity. of them that yield not unto it, 
is ſet forth by the Lord himſelf in Jeremiah vii. 4. More- 
over, thou, ſhalt ſay unto them, thus ſaith the Lord, ſhall 
they fall, and not Tie ?——ſhall he turn away, and not 
return ” Intimating how unreaſonable and inequitable it is 
— men *. . and when they have ſo done, to re- 
fuſe to r © and geturn by, rere ain unto him from 
* they fell. In 
Thirdly, Another motive is drawn from the. terminus 
gu, & ad quem, from what and unto whom we are to 
turn, which will further open and urge the former motive. g 
- This converſion is in a word, from.darkness: to light, from 
ain to grace, from evil to good, from Satan unto God, 
Acts xvi. 19. It is from the way of ſin, which is evil 
unto the way of righteouſneſs, which is goad ; from that 
path which is foul, to that which is clean; from a courſe 
which is full of fear, and danger, and loſs unto that which 
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walk in it, as you may ſee, Prov. i iv. 2 Ul, 17,22, 


xi. 3. and Pſal. xvii. 1. 
So that as Bern hath it, Dico omnes Deum ignorare qui 
nolunt ad eum converti. I ſay all ſuch are ignorant of God, 


that will not turn unto him: they do not know him to be that 7 0 


chief good by whom they may be made happy: and there- 
fore they do turn aſide unto vain things, that cannot profit. 
F ourthly, Another motive may be the hope we have of 
turning away the ſtrokes from the land, and of anger fromour- 
ſelves, and that God will be reconciled unto us; and we turn- 
ing to him by repentance, he will turn to us in mercy, par- 
don and grace, that which you have ſet forth in many 
places, and that before quoted, Zech. i. 3. Turn ye unto 
me, faith the Lord of Hoſts, and I will turn unto you, ſaith 
the Lord of Hoſts. This is ſure, that the ſoul Which doth 
truly turn, ſhall find God recontiled unto him. Never did 
any make uſe of this counſel and periſh, and the Lord will 
repent him of the evil, If men will hearken and: turn, 


every man from his evil ways, Jer: Xxvi. 3: Jonah iii, ult. 


Fifthly, For our farther encouragement, the experience 
we have had of the mercy of God, well conſidered, might be 
a very ſtrong motive to this duty. For as it was ſaid of Iſrael, 


_ Pal. cxlviii. 14. that they were a people near unto him * 
ſo may it be ſaid of us, that we have been a people near un- 


to him, and he hath ſhewed himſelf nigh to us in all that we 


call upon him for, Deut. iv: 7. 


Sixthly, In the laſt place, there is a mocve 6 from 
the neceſſity of our repentance, and converſion unto God. 
This motive lieth in the text and context, the anger of 
God is continued, his hand is till Stretched forth ; yea, 


the Lord will ſtrike yet heavier ſtrokes. And as it followeth 
in the next verſe ünto the text, Therefore the Lord will 


cut off from Tsrael, head and tail, branch and rush, in 
one day. Seeing they will not return, he will ſuddenly de- 
ſtroy ha, the mighty and the mean, the honourable and 
the baſe—ruin and GeftruQion ſhall ſeize vpon them, if the 
people turn not; the anger of God ſhall not turn away no, 


his wrath Ws be further increaſed—his ſtrokes will be 


heavier than they have been; and that black and bloody 


cloud which hangeth over our heads, will break and fall upon 


us, if we remain impenitent. In vain ſhall we promiſe to our- 


32 


ſelves peace, and look for mercy, if we caſt off the care af bur 
duty, although we ſeek the Lord of Hoſts. Faſt, pray, and 
think nothing too much, that we hazard and lay out and be- 
ſtow ; if we turn not, it will do nothing for our ſecurity from 
utter ruin. Ihat Which is noted of Cæſar, when one was 
up in arms againſt him, yet ſent him a cron at the very ſame 
time; but Cæſar ſent back his crown, with this meſſage— 
Let him return firſt unto his .obedjence; and then the crown 
might be accepted If we uſe other means, any means to 
obtain favour with God, and keep ourſelves (till to our ſins, 
and ſo continue in rebellion, and refuſe to do his commands—- 
had we:crowns to dedicate to his honour, all were but, vain, 
unleſs we return'firſt to our obetlience. Let us therefore 
conſider the authority of God - who requires we ſhould re- 

turn unto him. The equity of this duty, the good that may 
be expected in the way of niercy if theſe will not prevail 
with us, yet let che conſideration of the anger of the Lord 
of Hoſts— the ſword in his hand, which is ſtretched forth to 
ſtrike with itrokes of death and ruin. Let this make us to re- 
ſolve, even all of us, to return * and ſeek the Lord of Hoſts.“ 
God judgeth the righteous, and is angry with the wicked e- 
Very day. If he turn not he will whet his ſword: He hath 
bent his bow and made it ready; he hath alſo prepared for 
hinſelt the inſtrunients of death, &c. às the Pſalmilt hath it, 


Pall. vii. 12, 13. So that (as Auſtin, obſerveth) quia illi 


nolunt converii iu melius, Deum convertunt in pejus. 
Inaſmuch they vill not turn better, they turn God upon 
that which is worſe. For, Levit. xxvi. 18. If you will 
not yet for all. this hearken; then will I puniſh you ſeven 
times more for your ſins.“ To conclude, conſider that 
pathetical paſſage of the prophet, Ezek. xxxili. 11. As 

I he, ſaith the Lord, I have no pleaſure in the death of 

the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way, aud 
live: {urn ye, turn ye, for why will ye die, O houſe of 


Iſrael? ? | 
Now, before T leave this branch of the uſe, it will be ne. 
eeNary to add a few things for direction unto this duty, to 
help them that are willing to put it in practice, but ignorant. 
I ſhall therefore briefly note unto you, how we muſt turn to 
him that ſmiteth, in theſe four enſuing particulars, = 
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Fire, Sincerely, not formally and alone in the out ward 
man“; which, let it make never ſo great a ſhow, yet it 
cometh to nothing: therefore, Joel ii. 12, 13. it mufl be 
even unto God with all the heart, &c. 

Secondly, Entirely, we muit turn from fiat 8 
but all; not from ſin alone, but unto God: and truth muſt 5 
aſpire unto perfection 

Thirdly, We muſt turn ſpeedily ; God ile for a hues 

he looks that we ſhould ſet about it preſently : and now that 
the deſtroying ſword is in his hand, every man may perceive 
that delays are dangerous. Archimedes drew lines ſo long in 
the duſt till his city was taken, and the ſoldiers broke in up · 
on him and flew him. Many that have thoughts of repent. 
arice and returning to ws loſe their JE fouls by n 
ſinful delass. 
Fourthh, I may add to the former, i in the laſt place, turn · 
ing ſincerely, entirely, and ſpeedily. We may return hope. 
fully; not doubting of mercy which is promiſed in Chriſt, to 
all thar truly turn to God, at what time ſoever it is, Lam. ni. 
40. Pfal. cxix. 59. Deut. iv. 29, 30. 

And to help yourſelves in ſuch a purpoſe of rgiog, 155 a 
right courſe be taken: For this end every man muſt ſearch 
and try his ways, and ſo turn. When a man hath ſeen how 
he hath turned from God to fin, he muſt the contrary way re. 
turn from ſin to God. Thus David thought on his ways, 
and turned his feet unto God's teſtimonies. + As we go from 
God by pride, 'diſobedience, following after things which are 
ſeen, and taſting the forbidden fruit, &c. ſo we muſt turn to 
him weeping, obeying, contemning things viſible, and brid- 
ling the deſire of the fleſh, &c. which is to return the con- 
trary way to that in which we have gone in the courſe of 


fin. Becauſe we e with Joy, we muſt return _ 
lamentation. 


» Corners conversio si sola fuerit, nulla erit. 


+ A regione nostra superbiendo, inobediendo, visibilia se- 
que do, cibum vetitum gustande discessimus: sed ad eum ne - 


cesse est flendo, visibilia contemnendo argue appetitum car 
nis reſrænando redeamus. 


„ 
1. And for further help, attendance muſt bu given 


the word, which (as the prophet David faith, Pial. xix. 7. 


doth convert the ſoul. 


2. A faithful and powerful Miniſtry, | in which the voice 


of the Lord may be heard, doth work ſuch as have fallen from 
God to a willingneſs again to return; as Jer. iii. 22. Re- 


turn ye backſliding children, and I will heat your backſlidings, 


(ſaith the voice of God in his word) and then they anſwer, 
* Behold, we come unto thee, for thou art the Lord our 
God,” 

3. In the third place, anccher help is, adjoining ourſelves 


unto ſuch as do return, and forſaking the company of thoſe 


that go ſtill on in their treſpaſſes. Pal. cxix. 63;—79. and 

verſe 115. David is for their company that fear God; and 
that he may keep the commandments of his God, he doth a- 
bandon the fociety of evil doers *. 


4. Finally, (if need be) the change of place, which ſome. 


times is of neceſſity, that a man may be rid of evil company, 


and that he may be freed from ſuch temppations as will ſtill 


keep him in ſome one or other evil way. 


Laſtly, Becauſe converſion and repentance are the 


wth and gift of God unto him we mult ſeek by prayer 


and ſupplication through Chriſt, that he would pleaſe to 


work that in us which he requireth of us. Jer. xxxi. 18. 
Ephraim there doth thus pray to God, Turn thou me, and 
1 ſhall be turned; thou art the Lord my God.* Thus let 
every one under this chaſtiſement, being as a bullock unaccut- 


tomed to the yoke, cry to God, Turn thou me, and I thall 


be turned, &c.“ and all of us, as the Church, Lam. v. 21. 
£ Turn thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we ſhall be turn- 
ed.“ And when we pray, we mult put forth our endeavours, 
and arm ourſelves againſt oppoſition, and improve ſuch means 
as ſerve unto this end. Some do commend unto men + con- 
verting this direction —firſt, to take off themſelves from the 


* Valet interdum pro ralure anime mutatio lociad con- 
gruum, est enim inde etiam corporaliter evelli, ubi quisquis 
| illecebris deservivit. Isidor Hispal. de gum. bono, cap. 10. 


+ Vitia ante conversionem quasi pacem cum homine ha- 


14. quando autem expolluptur acriori virtute conturgunt. 
818. | 


; 
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action of ſin, and then to deal with tha appetite and cogita- 
tion. Howſoever they muſt look for ſtrong oppoſition; for 
vices before converſion are, as it were, at peace with a man, 
but being oppoſed and expelled, they rite up with more 
ſtrength and violence. 

Nov, in the laſt place, this doctrive 1 may be applied for 
exhortation and {pecial direction to our Parliament Wor- 
thies, upon whom it lay eth a double charge, particularly for 
themſelves, and generally for the whole kingdom, If impe- 
nitency and continuance in ſin cauſe the continuance of anger, 
and doth pull down more and heavier ſtrokes upon our 
nation, then it mult be their endeavour to remove this cauſe 
of anyer, that the anger may be diverted, and this' heavy 
judgment removed from the kingdom, ( Iſaiah lvü. 12.)— 
This is the way for them to become the repairers of the 
breach, and reſtorers of paths to dwell in; for if men will 


return, anger will ceaſe, and the quarrel will ſoon be at an 


end ; but if the cauſe of wrath ſtill continue, we cannot ex- 
pect that the deſtroying hand ſhould be drawn in, but that it 


ſhould be ſtretched out ſtill. Upon you, therefore, honor. 


able and beloved, this uſe falleh with a double weight; the 
doctrie requireth for the removing of the ſtrokes with which 


the land is ſmitten, and preventing of heavier ready to fall 


upon it, that you ſee that none of your own ſins under ſmiting: 

that your not turning from them, do not cauſe the anger of 
God to continue; and that (being phyſicians of the ſtate, 
ſuch as are in places of power) you endeavour by all poſſible 
means, to cauſe the people to turn to him that ſiniterh 
them ; that removing the cauſe whereſoever you find it, 
this miſerable effect may ceaſe. Turning yourſelves from 
whatſoever may be found to be a part of the cauſe, and 


endeavouring as much as in you lieth to cauſe the whole 
kingdom to turn from their {ins alſo, that anger my be 


appeaſed and ſmiting ſtayed and ceaſe. 


It is not to be doubted, it hath been your deſire and care, 
and is your endeavour to make others to return, You 
have uſed means to that end-and have therefore ſent Mi- 
niſters into many places where they were wanting, to call 

upon men to return, and to remove ſuch as have been idle, 
_ unfaithful, and ſcandalous. And yet his anger is not 


turned away, &c.“ The people, for all this, do not turn to 
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him that ſmiteth them. I ſhould wats preſent unto your 


wiſe conſiderations, whether ga further be not to be 


done to cauſe the people to return. Solomon, Prov xxix. 
19. telleth you, that a ſervant will not be corrected with 
words, Men of a ſervile diſpoſition, will not be amended 


by ſo eaſy means as bare inſtructions, be they never ſo 


wholſome and good: they will, not anſwer the expectation 
of ſuch as ſhall beſtow their pains upon them. And the 


Holy Ghoſt; Jude, vecſe 22, 23. ſheweth, that men muſt be 


vuariouſly dealt with according to their various diſpoſitions. 
And of ſome (ſaith he) have compaſſion, making a differ- 
ence: And others ſave with fear, pulling them out of the fire.“ 
Compaſſion is to be uſed towards ſome, and ſeverity towards 
others, that (if it be poſſible) they may be pulled out of the 
fire; men muſt be dealt with for the ſaving of their ſouls, as 

ſurgeons are wont to deal with their patients for the ſaving 


their lives ; if lenitives and more gentle means will not ſerve, 


corroſives, cauterizings, and the like muſt be nfed. God 


himſelf doth take the rod into his hand, when the word is 


contemned ; and if lighter ſtrokes will not ſerve, he hath 
heavier blowes for thoſe that be impenitent. That the peo- 
ple may be brought ro return, inſtructions and corrections 
muſt be uſed; Magiſtrate and Miniſter, the Word and 
Sword mult be joined. There are many gr ievous fins a- 


among us, which have provoked the wrath of God againſt _ 


the land, and from which the people ſhould turn, that his 


anger may he turned away, and his deſtroying hand taken 
off from the nation. Many that have been complained of by 


others, that J have no time nor intention to name—l ſhall 


only repreſent ſome few, which are more common and obvi- 
ous, and withal more inpudent and ſcandalous ; humbly in- 
treating that ſoine means, which ſeemeth beſt to your wif- 
do:ns, may be uſed to ſuppreſs them, and to cauſe the pot 
ple, if it be poſſible, to turn from them ;—as, 


Firſt, The great neglect of the duty of theſe days of 10 
miliation, which many (eſpecially in the country) do not 
only flight and diſregard, but abuſe and prophane —ſpend- 
ing the day, or a great part of it, in ale-houſes and taverns, 
or about their worldly employment, as if it were different 
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to come or not to come to the public aſſemblies, to ſeek or 
to provoke the Lord of Hoſts. NIE NEO I 


Secondly, The horrible profanation of the glorious, and 
dreadful Name of Gon, by execrations. blaſphenies, and 
bloody oaths—a fin that doth exceedir:yly abound, and un- 
der which the land doth grievoully mourn ! | 


Thirdly, The fottiſh, and ſwiniſh ſin of drunkenneſs, by 


which men and women make themſelves like beaſts rather 


than Chriſtians ; and yet in theſe times of ſmiting it doth ſo 


_ abound, as hardly can men walk the itreers, but to their 


orief they ſhall fee of both ſex, reel and vomit in a bruit- 
tiſh manner without control. | 


Fourthly, The hateful ſin of pride eſpecially of women, 3. 


painſt whom our prophet (Iſa. ini. 6 17, 8, &c.) harh ſpent | 


a good part of a chapter: and el: gantly fer forth the levity and 
vanity of the women of his time, and withal how this ſin did 
proveke God, and pull down ſuch a judgment as the land is 
under; for he doth threateu war and declare that their men 
ſhould fail by the ſword, and their mighty men in the war, 


verſe 25. Yet ſome among us, (as if they durſt out-dare 


heaven itfelf} do come into the preſcence of an angry God, 
1 the days of humiliation, with naked breaſts, and ſuch vai 
attire, as doth openly diſcover that lightneſs and wantonnels 
which is ſhameful and unſufferable. | 


ws | ; | | 

Fifthly, There are many other ſins ſuch as Sabbath-break- 
ing, oppreſſion, &c. of which I thought to have ſpoke ſome- 
thing, if the time would have given leave; but I ſhall only 
name one thiug more, which might much further this work, 
and that is, that ſome courſe may be taken for the purging 
of the Magiſtracy that, as ſcandalous Miniſters, fo ill Jut- 
tices and ſcandalous Magittrates may be removed, and thoſe 


that be zealous and pious put in their places: for there will 
be little hope (if fin be ſet up to correct vice, and they that 


turn from God themſelves, ſhall ſtand in the places of thoſe 
that ſhould cauſe others to turn) that the work of reforma- 
tion will ever go forward, the former or other fins be ſup- 
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wreſſed, and the land purged of them. A bath 5 


ſtracy, and à painful Miniſtry, may do much more 0 

than either of them can do apart. 1 beſeech y, 
ſome courſe may be taken, ſuch as to your wiſdoms 1 
ſeem beſt, to put life into laws ard ordinances, that t 
may not be ſuffered to ſleep, and wicked men to ſin; . 
that they may be conſtrained to break off theſe ſins which! 
ſo highly provoke God, aud ſo much hinder our peace. 4 
is noted of king Joſiah, 2 Chron, xxxiv. 31, 32. that have 
ing made a covenant to walk before the Lord, and to keep 


his commandments, &c. he cauſed all that were preſent or 


were found in [eruſalem and Berjamin to ſtand to it, 4. e. (as 


ſome read and expound it) he conſtrained them by royal 
power and authority, &. This is the way to remove the 


cauſe of our miſery, and to ſave yourſelves and the nation, 


at leaſt, to diſcharge your own duty, to perform a woſt ac- 
ceptable {ervice to your God; and therefore, in the words. 


of David unto Solomon, (* ben be bad ſhewed his care 
and preparation for the building the houſe of the Lord, and 
the work that was before him) let me make bold to exhort 
you to this duty, aud ſue to God for ſucceſs : Arise there. 


fore, and be doing, aud the Lord be with vou. 1 Chron. 


Xii. 16, 
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